
City of Ontario 444 SW 4th Street Ontario, OR 97914

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

April27,2O2L

The scheduled meeting of the Ontario City Council was called to order by Mayor Riley Hill at 6:00 p'm. on Tuesday,

April 27,2021-,in the Council Chambers of City Hall. Council members present in person were Riley Hill, Freddy

Rodriguez, Sam Baker, Ken Hart, John Kirby, Michael Braden, and Eddie Melendrez.

Members of staff present in person or by call-in were Adam Brown, Tori Barnett, Peter Hall, Dan Cummings, Terry

Leighton, Al Cablay, Larry Sullivan, and Jason Cooper'

The meeting was recorded, and copies are available at City Hall'

Mayor Hill led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

AGENDA

This Agenda was posted on April 23,2021. Copies of the Agenda are available from the City Hall Customer Service

Counter and on the city's website www.ontariooregon.org.

HART moved, KIRBY seconded, TO ADOPT THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED. Roll call vote: Rodriguez-yes; Baker-yes;

Kirby-yes; Hart-yes; Braden-yes; Melendrez-yes; Hill-yes. Motion carriedTl0l0.

PUBTIC COMMENT

Martv Justus, Ontario, stated: Thank you, Moyor. ! come here not to speok todoy. I wos just going to sit in the

audience ond express my First Amendment rights to free speech. But the City Clerk honded this to me when I walked

in. !t's from Council President Freddy Rodriguez. There's olt kinds of stuff in here, but bosicolly, it's osking why I haven't

sued him for slander. t just wont to let you know thot ! hove retained counsel. You oll will be heoring from them

shortty. The only thing is, I don't want anything you hqve, Freddy. All you own is a used comp troiler parked in

Montgomery Village, outside of the city limits. But thot's up to you. So, onywoy, I just wonted to let you know thot

!,m here, Freddy. Make ony occusotions that you want, that you hove proof of, pleose bring them fonuord. I am not

scored of you or onyone on this Council. I am o proud, goy man that lives in the City of Ontario ond will freely express

my First Amendment rights onywhere ond everywhere that I'm ollowed by low.

Councilor Freddv Rodrisuez stated: Thank you, Mayor. So, l'll go oheod ond read the stotement. lt's not o letter, it's

i stotement. Thonk you for being here. First off, I'm pretty sure you were going to soy something but when you seen

thot this wos on the docket to be discussed, you stoted you wanted to soy something. 5o, l'll go aheod ond reod it
and be short. First off, I wont to thonk, t olready did thot, f ll do it ogoin. I wont to thonk you, Morty, for having the

courage to come up ond speok, even with o!! the negative ottention you've gornered for yourself. You keep stoting

you don't wont to cause disruption for City Council, yet we find you here every meeting reiteroting acts thot have

olreody been spilted and have zero substantioted evidence or proof behind them' Whot exoctly do you expect Council

to do with me with your cloims of my bullying you, when alt t did wos simply report o grotesque oction that wos

disclosed to me? I am o mandotory reporter. I did what I wos supposed to do bosed on thot fact. Why are you here?

Because I did whot my ooth to being o mandotory reporter osks of me? To report ony octual or perceived obuse of

any vulneroble odult or chitd or onyone for thot matter? You soy l'm lying obout you, yet the person who disclosed

alt pf these detoils hos pubticly stated he told me those things, but lied. lt soys it right in the Argus orticle. This

individuol is o big-time volunteer in many ogencies in town, including ogencies thot ploce him in the line of ossisting
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vulneroble citizens. And you ond the entire recoll effort is completely ignoring the foct this mon is yet onother reol

threot to vulneroble odults ond especially kids with his open odmitting to lying sbout well, you being o predator. ls

he lying? ls he lying? Nod? Shrug? Yes? ls he lying? No onswer, everybody.

Mr. Justus: The only liar in the room is you. You're the lior, Freddy! You're the liar, Freddy!

Councilor Rodriguez: Let me just finish so we con go on with our lives. Did you know thot he isn't the only name I

provided to low enforcement as someone who told me they could corroborote such stories of you? There's more to

this than just what you're letting people know through your vain attempt to use my ex's lies to cover up your dirty
corpet. lt's crystol cleor now thot the moin effort to recall me isn't bosed on the now overshodowed reasons originally
given in the recall effort.

Mr. Justus: Is the time up? Mayor, is the time up? Is the time up? Mayor, is the time up, yes or no?

Moyor Hill asked Mr. tustus to stoy quiet or lelve, one of the two.

Councilor Rodriguez: Cooke hos stated how she hos nothing ogainst me besides my recent domestic occusotion, yet

she went golfing with me ofter those occusotions come to light by the Enterprise. Ask yourselves whot chonged

everyone's perception of me. And why isn't onyone osking you to be honest? Why aren't you suing, well, we olready

tolked about thot, but why oren't you suing for slanderT Becouse when you get sued for slonder, you get sued and I

would go down if I'm tying. We con find out through thot, so we're going to go thot route it sounds like, so I'm all for
it. You're on odult. Act like one and mon up to your deeds. !'m not threotening onyone with investigations. lf you're

innocent with zero to hide, then no reason to consider this madness, right? lt's not modness if there's nothing to hide,

right? Look, I om not gonno go off on some Plummer style rant. I just wonted you to heor me directly state these

things to you. Agoin, thank you for showing up.

EXECUTIVE SESSlON

EXECUTIVE SESSION: ORS 192.650(2Xe)
An executive session was called at 6:10 p.m. under provisions of ORS 192.660(2Xe) to discuss real property. The

Council reentered regular session at 7:03 p.m.

NEW BUSINESS

Contract Extension: Joel Ruiz

BRADEN moved, BAKER seconded, THAT THE CITY COUNCIt EXTEND THE CONTRACT W|TH RUIZ ENTERPRISES FOR

AN ADD|TONAI 60 DAYS AND ACCEPT THE 55,000 lN EARNEST MONEY DEPOSIT. Roll call vote: Rodriguez-yes;

Baker-yes; Kirby-yes; Hart-yes; Braden-yes; Melendrez-yes; Hill-abstain. Motion carried 6/0/0/1.

Liquor license Application: Ontario Liquor Store. [LC' Chanse of Ownershio
Jason Cooper, Police Lieutenant, presented.

HART moved, BRADEN seconded, THE CIW COUNCII APPROVE THE CHANGE OF OWNER OFF-PREMISES IIQUOR

UCENSE APPUCATION FOR ONTARIO IIQUOR LlC. Roll call vote: Rodriguez-yes; Baker-yes; Kirby-yes; Hart-yes;

Braden-yes; Melendrez-yes; Hill-yes. Motion canied 7 l0/O.

Letter: Opposition to Qualified lmmunitv Reform
Mayor Hill stated he believed it important to let the other side of the state know Ontario felt. He only visited with
Councilor Braden about this. The letter was in the packet. lt was based on seeing on television the burning of Portland

and the burning of Salem and the defunding of police. He wanted to make statement to that side of the state that
Ontario supported their police and would not be defunding them.
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Councilor Kirby stated they were trying to tell the officers who worked for Ontario that they were appreciated, and

the Council and the city didn't want to leave them standing outside the courthouse all alone.

BRADEN moved, KIRBY seconded, THAT THE CIW COUNCII AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO SIGN THIS LETTER ON

BEHALF OF THE COUNCtt lN OPPOSTTION TO QUALIFIED IMMUNIW REFORM. Roll call vote: Rodriguez-yes; Baker-

yes; Kirby-yes; Hart-yes; Braden-yes; Melendrez-yes; Hill-yes. Motion carriedT/O/O.

Letter: Bridge Crossing

Mayor Hill stated as the Council might recall, he had broached the issue of the bridge on 18tn, some safety issues

there, and he also spoke to the City Manager about drafting a letter in hopes that the Council would approve it. He

also spoke with the City Manager in Fruitland, who asked for a copy of the letter. He also appeared before the

Fruitland City Council speaking to this issue, and they were on board, and approved the action of trying to get that
crossing.

BRADEN moved, HART seconded, THAT THE CITY COUNCIL Att SIGN THE TETTER lN SUPPORT OF THE BRIDGE

CROSSING OVER THE SNAKE RIVER. Roll call vote: Rodriguez-yes; Baker-yes; Kirby-yes; Hart-yes; Braden-yes;

Melendrez-yes; H i I l-yes. Motion car ried 7 / O / O.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

Concept of Changins €ouncil Meetins Dates

Councilor Hart stated this was at this request. He hoped they all had a chance to review it and give it some thought.

It was related to the Council's meeting schedule. Currently, they met three times a month, sometimes a second

meeting was waived. He was proposing it for a personal reason because if he were successful in his bid for a seat on

the 
.wCC 

Board, he would have a conflict with the third Tuesday. That would cause him an issue. But they had already

discussed the idea that sometimes the citizens were confused on Thursday Work Sessions and Tuesday Council

meetings; did voting on issues occur during Work Sessions, or not. To give some consistency of the night of the week

the Council met, and when they met, they were meeting as a City Council versus Work Session. lf that was brought

up, was it a change to how they did business? His request would be that instead of meeting on the first Thursday,

the third Tuesday, and the fourth Tuesday, they'd meet on the second Tuesday and the fourth Tuesday and eliminate

the Work Session. They'd meet only two times a month, once at the beginning, one at the end. They'd never 8o more

than two weeks without meeting.

Mr. Brown stated it was the Council's prerogative to amend the Council Rules and Procedures Policy.

Councilor Braden asked if that would put any additional burden on staff? The timing and spacing issue might help

concentrate on the issues to present them in a timely manner.

Mr. Brown stated that was true, but it would pose a challenge when the occasional week was changed based on the

LOC conference, the Mayor's conference, etc. Sometimes, those were held during the final week of the month. Staff

worked those things out at the beginning of the year prior to adoption of the schedule by Council. lf the Council

wanted to make that change, staff would review the calendar looking for conflicts. Then they could approve the

schedule for the remainder of the year. There might be a conflict with things that were out of their control.

Mayor Hill stated in times past, the Council used to have an open forum lunch that the City Manager explained the

issues coming before the Council. lt was truly just an explanation. Then on the meeting a few days later, action was

taken on those items. Sometimes it was nice to hear about items before being asked to make a decision.

Mr. Brown stated staff tried to preview items before asking for Council action, and they'd stillfollowthat path, unless

it was an emergency.
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Councilor Rodriguez asked for clarification from Councilor Hart. He was asked that the Council remove one meeting

completely, moving it down to two meetings a month, and then to have them both on a Tuesday. But he had added

that it was for personal reasons. What was the personal thing? Was it because he was running another position?

Councilor Hart stated yes, he was running for a seat on the TVCC Board, who met on the third Tuesday of each

month. One, it wouldn't happen unless he was elected, so it wouldn't begin untilJuly, but he would have a consistent

conflict on that third Tuesday.

Councilor Rodriguez stated he was never in support of reducing the duties of the Council. They had just recently

amended the way they pushed for that third meeting. Councilor Hart had stated that at every second meeting they

needed to discuss the third meeting. This personalthing was really kind of stepped into the Council operations. He

was most concerned because if he were running for the other Board, he would look at this. He felt that if they were

to change the schedule based on what they knew ofthe reasons behind the change, it put a constraint on the other

candidates because it was giving him a clear path to hold that other position. lt sounds like, maybe, otherwise, he

would not be so gung-ho because it would be a conflict and he couldn't do both. lt seemed a little too personal and

felt it would affect the potential ability for other candidates to be successful while the Council would potentially be

clearing the path for Councilor Hart to do that, even when theyjust discussed how they often needed that third
meeting, to be discussed at the end of every single second meeting.

Councilor Kirby stated if he understood Councilor Rodriguez, he felt that the Council would be endorsing Councilor

Hart's candidacy over Christ Plummer by changing the schedule at this time, and if they wanted to remain neutral

as a Council, they should wait until after the election results.

Councilor Rodriguez stated he added the waiting part, butthe first part was correct. He didn't believe they should

be reducing their duties

Mayor Hill stated this was just a discussion, no action. This would not be acted upon for a few months.

Councilor Hart stated they didn't have to act on it ever, but he would ask, depending on the election results, to
discuss it again in June and maybe act at that time.

Councilor Braden stated he had been attending Council meetings for 3+ years, doing it for six to eight months for

actually running for a seat. As Councilor Hart had expressed, citizens had confusion regarding cancelled meetings,

too. During his time before being on Council, he came to those third meetings, and he'd be at the door, and no one

was there. He did miss a lot as a concerned citizen. He was not looking at it for any personal reasons. lt made

Councilor Hart look at it from a Council perspective and investment and relation with the community and they were

communicated with. Having two meetings, two weeks apart, equally posted, gave staff time to work on projects for
presentation. lt was a neat, orderly flow to what had been a confusing process.

Councilor Rodriguez stated it sounded like publishing a third meeting was what needed control. He had been on

Council two years, and during those years there multiple third meetings a month. lt was like saying they should

communicate better with the community by the Council working less.

Councilor Kirby stated he preferred something in the morning, as it was easier to schedule around.

Qualified lmmunitv lssue

Councilor Melendrez stated with regard to the Qualified lmmunity letter; could someone please explain better. He

was for backing the police but wanted better clarification. Where had that come from?

Jason Cooper, Ontario Police Lieutenant, stated that they, as Police Officers, were put into situations that were life

and death and although they had training and experience, some more than others, they were asked to make split

second decisions and to make those decisions with 100% effectiveness and they were held to a higher standard, and
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there was accountability. What that did, it didn't permit the officer, in general, to be sued by an individual. lt held

the City of Ontario, through any legal lawsuits, essentially, it didn't leave the officer hanging on his own where he,

or she, could lose any of their assets. lt was to hold the officer liable through the City of Ontario.

Councilor Melendrez stated some things he had heard from the news was that it was not suing the police officer
personally but maybe their union? Had anyone heard that? Instead of the city's paying lawsuits. For example, George

Floyd - that city would have to pay his family, correct, that money, millions of dollars for what happened there? Not

so much going after the officer but going after that officer's union.

Mayor Hill stated what he believed the letter would do was state that no matter what, in seeing what was occurring

in Portland, Salem, or Seattle, that wasn't wanted here. Some areas were trying to put the complete onus on the

police officer - that's not going to work and it's not going to happen here. Anybody that sued was going to be

everybody they could; whoever had the deep pockets. This letter was a support letter for the officers in our

community, and letting the rest of the world know, letting the elected officials know where the City of Ontario stood

on the issue.

Homeless/Small Homes
Councilor Kirby stated whether they called it the tiny house issue or homeless issue, they voted, but the issue was

still there. The Council had to be part of the solution, but they couldn't be the solution alone. He had been

approached by a member of a side organization - Pastor Tim Brewer - and they had a discussion about it. They had

some concerns because they felt that they would like to develop a solution. At some point, it needed to be revisited.

He asked that Pastor Brewer meet with this group to put something on paper to present to the Council. He also

suggested Pastor Brewer speak with the Council individually before bringing it back for public discussion.

Mayor Hill stated he contacted Community in Action, but no surprise, was not welcomed with open arms. He also

spoke with the City Manager and asked him to bring forward the text of the bill that the city would be faced with. lt
was going to pass - the city was going to have to do something. They could see what they were faced with so they

could make decisions. He told CinA that the Council wanted a long-term plan and wanted to be part of the solution

and they all needed to work together.

Councilor Melendrez thanked the Mayor for having that conversation. lt was a community issue that they all needed

to work together on. Too many times people just handed a person, or a situation, off to someone else, but that

couldn't happen here. lt had to be the whole community. This was a nationwide issue and they all needed to do their
part. He wanted Ontario to be a city as a success for combatting homelessness.

CORRESPONDENCE. COMMENTS, AND EX-OFFICIO REPORTS

o Mayor Hill had received an invitation from the Oregon Historical Society to participate in the Oregon NISEA

Veterans and the Japanese American Museum of Oregon. He thanked the city needed to participate in some

manner because we had a Sister City in Osakasayama, Japan. That could be passed off to the City Manager,

to pass off the Peter Hall, to get a response back. lt was scheduled for June 14th. They wanted a

oroclamation.

Councilor Kirby stated this also related to the 442nd. The Cultural Center received their major funding

because of the 442nd. He received a call from Representative Bob Smith, and they were seeking a way to
get the funding for the first Gulf War. Senator Dan Inouye had it tied up in the Senate Appropriations

Committee and Senator Ted Kennedy approached Bob because he knew that Senator Hatfield and Senator

Inouye were very close friends. Through those efforts, they wanted to know if anything about the 442no was

going to be in the proposed Cultural Center. The committee assured them it was, so they received a check

for S4v the morning the first Gulf War started. Also, Tom Greco had a friend who lectured on the 442nd,

and was available to this community. He highly recommended support.
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Mayor Hill stated the city had also been invited to give a short video tribute along with the ciqy's

proclamation. He'd been happy to help get that video together.

o Councilor Melendrez stated he had been on City Council for about three months, and it was a lot to learn.

He wanted to apologize to the Ontario citizens for all the things they've been seeing in the newspaper, on

Facebook, or wherever they saw things. He was there to do the bestjob he could for the city, and he wanted

to apologize for any disturbance they saw or any embarrassment they felt the city was bringing to the

citizens. He wanted it clear that he stood for respect, justice, and for helping others. He would do his best

to never embarrass anybody on the City Council on the dais. He wanted that clear. Thank you.

ADJOURN

KIRBY moved, BAKER seconded, THAT THE MEETING BE ADJOURNED. Roll call vote: Rodriguez-yes; Baker-yes; Kirby-

yes; Hart-yes; Braden-yes; M elendrez-yes; Hi I l-yes. Motion carried 7 lO 10.

ACCEPTED: ATTEST

Tori Barnett, MMC, City Recorder
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