
City of Ontario 444 SW 4th Street Ontario, OR 97914

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

May 18,2021

The scheduled meeting of the ontario City Council was called to order by Mayor Riley Hill at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday,

May 1g, 20Zt,inthe Council Chambers of City Hall. Council members present in person or by call-in were Riley Hill,

Sam Baker, John Kirby, Eddie Melendrez, and Freddy Rodriguez. Michael Braden was excused; Ken Hart arrived at

6:20 p.m.

Members of staff present in person or by call-in were Adam Brown, Tori Barnett, Peter Hall, Dan Cummings, Terry

Leighton, steven Romero, Kari ott, Larry Sullivan, Al cablay, and Erik Hartley'

The meeting was recorded, and copies are available at City Hall'

Mayor Hill led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

AGENDA

This Agenda was posted on May 74,2021. Copies of the Agenda are available from the City Hall Customer Service

Counter and on the city's website www.ontariooregon'org'

KIRBy moved, BAKER seconded, To ADopr rHE A6ENDA AS PRESENTED. Roll call voter Rodriguez-yes; Baker-yes;

Kirby-yes; Braden-out; Hart-out; Melendrez-yes; Hill-yes. Motion carried 5/o/2.

ATTORNEY COMMENT

Larrv Sullivan, citv Attornev, stated at the last meeting an issue came up where the Mayor had to step down and the

Council president *., ,lro gon., and no one knew who should be in charge. The Council Rules provided that in the

absence of the Mayor and council president, the city Recorder calls the meeting to order, and a temporary president

officer would be elected by the members. This was in preparation of reviewing the Rules of the Council regarding

issues of decorum. The meetings had been heated, and remarks made that many found offensive. The Presiding

Officer had the right to prevent people from making personal attacks on anyone at the meeting, whether a Councilor

or a member of the audience. That fell within the authority of the Presiding officer. Because of that, if any member

of the Council felt the presiding Officer was not doing that, a Councilor had the right to make a Point of order and

interrupt whoever was speaking and ask the Mayor to enforce that Order. Whoever was speaking had an obligation

under Robert,s Rules of Order and the Rules of Court to stop talking pending a ruling by the Mayor. The other point

for the Council was that if the Mayor made a ruling on a Point of order, the Council had the right to override that

ruling. lf a majority of the Council felt the President Officer made an incorrect decision, the majority of the Council

could overrule that decision and exercise some control over the progress of the meeting' He had previously informed

the council that there were First Amendment rights that people had, but once a person abused the privilege of

exercising protected speech and began to actively interfere with the Council's ability to conduct business, the

Presiding Officer could require that person to cease or be removed'

PUBTIC COMMENT

EddvThiel,ontario,stated: lamthefounderoftheCitizen'sCoolitionofontorio. l'mhereonbeholfoftheRecoll'We

have opparently submitted [signotures] to the city to see if they're verified, ond if they are verified it goes on the

bollot and goes to o vote for the people, which you ol! know. Which it will cost more than SIOX' t understond, to put
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it on the baltot. My team ond the mojority of my group, which I hove close to 1,000 in the group, ond they ore citizens,

they ore olso in the community, felt it was kind of ridiculous thot you continue to do this. Becouse of the

emborrossment thot it's cousing the city, ond the foct thot it's going to cost us, the city, thot kind of money, we would

like to osk Freddy to resign. And thot's what I hove to say'

Anthonv Calendo, Ontario, stated: My government lD number is ********. I contocted the United Stotes

government, different contacts ot the Deportment of Defense, ond the Congressionol Committee. Right now, l'm

working on the Congressionol Committee. This first job is to uphotd the Constitution of the lJnited Stotes. Thot's why

otrocities ore important to the Congress. The following statement is things t'd like to see done, if I could, possibly: A

rent freeze ordinance odjocent to the Affordobility Act so monogers don't take advontage of people on raising the

rent. Also, stores vested with proper woter distribution in houses so you could flush your toilet. There's no low for it.

A 7;-minimum voltoge in eoch house os such as the voltoge regulations for the affordable housing. I'd also like to

see the onnex of property for city exponsion oll the woy to the city prison and olso 15 miles into ldoho' ldoho's not

getting Oregon, I'd olso like occurote information obout hozard poy for essential workers, like the police get $35 extro

yor Oeing hazord poy. l'd olso like to see o World Tech Foir by August 37't. You olready hove the power plont in ploce
-on 

your-sidewolks. l,d olso like to see proper recognition for legislation ideos such os Affordability ldeo Act to people

tike Scott who come up with it. !'d olso like to hove informotion disbursed on the Notional Troding Commission Credit

Bureou of the 609 decoration that states such as things that !'ve never ogreed to, never will ogree to or anything, by

pushing a button or doing anything to sel! your personol beliefs, ideos, or onything to price chasing or othenuise ony

profit or ony type of education whotsoever down to your DNA. I core obout all of it. Also, I'd like to see on educotion

drive for the IJS Constitution. I've leorned the Constitution; memorized it in & grade ond l'll abide in order to poss F
grodi. Thot,s the only thing I knew to poss & grode. !'d also like notes for o criminol torture ordinance. No sound

effects to torture yourself like l've been hoving to deol with. fd otso tike on ocknowledgment of federal existing

Virginia morijuana and tobocco low. Morijuono is !ego!, opparently, lodies ond gentlemen' lt's under the Virginio

Tobacco ond Morijuano Law. lt's as legol os smoking o cigorette. You can smoke it ot work. You con't get in trouble,

no insuronce, con't get fired for it, onything. There's two people on the ponel of smokers that hove been prosecuted

for marijuono. !'d also like proper education odvertised in the Affordability Act. Thonk you.

Javme wintersteen, ontario. stated: t om back here in ontorio tiving. t was, 32 yeors ogo, I met ontorio ond I come

here o troubled chitd ond ,inr" then my main thing to hetp me up here wos my mother. My mother passed away on

my doughter"s birthdoy, the eclipse, ond t don't hove a support system ond ! don't appreciote being called homeless'

There's unhoused individuols who ore now criminols who get treoted worse than ony of you wont to go through'

Trust me. lJnless you guys wont to toke the choltenge of trying to live a day in my life where I get iudged by everybody,

but I don't get no help. people wont to point fingers, why don't you iust be quiet or help the guy. Especially if
somebody beots concer, doesn't hove ony fomily or support oround here. lt doesn't seem like there's going to be ony

woy where on unhoused induviol con get back on their feet so thot whot I said obout services' I con to the homeless

shelter, with the ]ittle rooms, ond their futl ond the didn't know if they were going to stay open. But then I wos told

by Officer Reyno to come here ond present my cduse bosicatly ond to make sure thdt unhoused and some of the

homeless individudls who actuolly wlanted to take oction to get some things done con do that becouse it feels really

weird when peopte with guns come up to you and treot you very strongely becouse you hove no where else to go and

you don't have support. And so when I come in here, ! meon, I don't get a lot ol ossistonce, but yet I'm tired of being
'put 

down and humilioted ond treoted not just indifferent, treoted less thon. Thot's my thing. lf f m out here, l'm going

to tolk to someone like o person, l'm going to respect them, but I'm not getting the some respect back' There's codes

ond ordinonces, but there's low, ond when my survivol is alwoys being dongled in front of me like they con toke it

owoy from me because of, oh, it's on ordinonce, it's not o low, it's iust something we con do here to people' So' I

thought l,d come ond toik to the people ond see if we con get thot chonged to where I con't be basicolly bullied

because I don't hove the resources some other people hove, ond ! know a lot of others who shore that with me, so I

thought I'd come in ond osk. !'m not trying to stir nothing, not trying to disrespect anybody, but at the some time I

get disrespected doily becouse l'm less thon ond nobody wonts to help. Did I come too lote? Am I going to get orrested

becouse I went to the homeless to osk for hetp? So, I've even been guided Officer Reyno ond he couldn't even tell me

where to go. He told me to come in here, but I hove to coll ond set it up, da do do da do dd. 5o, I'm here now ond l'm

here. ! been looking it up, l've looked up the 2006, didn't thot iust pass, things ol these notures. But I wos olso told I
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should either buy o von or go outside of the city timits. With the RV that I hove, ond own, I con't use here in the city

limits so there's unhoused ond there's homeless but if you're going to force us to be homeless, then stop arresting

us, stop toking owoy our freedom, stop taking oll of tour stuff owoy, 'cuz I don't know of onywhere else to go and osk

for help, but at the some time, asking your guys for help, if you don't receive it, thot's o different issue. So, thonk you

for your time.

Robert Blackman, Ontario. stated: You come down Park Boulevord on your right you're going to see the bockside of

the Foirgrounds. On the left, you're going to find 24 old houses except for the nicer ones on Lucky Lane. l'm in the

very first house, the old Ogburn ploce. My wife inherited it. And I'm being forced into the city ond onnexed ogoinst

my wishes and it's all becouse of o mandote the stote soys when the sewer gave up on that lond, ltried to redo it ond

they soid well, you have to join with the city sewer. So, I wos forced to go to the city sewer, ond it cost me 545K. Most

of it I probobty should pay everything on the left which I own coming down. I want to poy everything on the right

where the city's sitting ot the line up the right-hand side. They mode me pay 330 feet, now they're going to go the

next person because they're just onnexing me by this mandote and I just want a forum of where, I con't do this in i
minutes, exploin this technicolity to you, but l'm being sucked in ogoinst my wishes and l'm going to end up poying

SZOX yor that line ond then I get the indignity of poying every month to the city more. l'm putting in the city

infrastructure ond thot doesn't seem right to me. And I don't wont to do ottorney's and oll thot stuff' I think thot's

just wrong, but I would like a forum where ! could exploin this, o lowyer here, o city lawyer who con explain how I

don't own this lond over here, but I have to poy for the city sewer, but I don't own it. I know you know it's county, I

do know that, but it's not me. lt's infrostructure that the city needs to continue down Park Boulevord, it's going to go

straight out to the highway out there. lt's going to be all developed within the next year and I think developers con

corry some of the brunt of this. Not otd people thot are retired ond stuff. By the woy, I very much respect you putting

that purple heort thing up there becouse todoy t noticed thot everybody's o dang patriot todoy. You put on o flag ond

you're a God dong patriot ond you know; I want to give you some credibility becouse I'm weoring this hat, you're

probobty going this guys' just o stooge. There's the paperwork. Wounded by hostile forces of course. And I don't hove

o bunch of money. I don't hove like S30K to hetp the city. And !'ve been helped nicely by AI and by Don, they ore very

polite, but they,re between o rock and o hard ploce when it comes to me and they've been polite, but it come down

to him tetting me the other day whot, you wont something for free, Robert? I soid wait o second, you're moking me

poy for this main ond then you're going to chorge me every month? Who's getting over? Who's getting free? ls the

city getting this for free, or am I getting this for free? Agoin, l'm iust looking for who con I tolk to obout this porticular

item? I don't, wont to do this. l'm ollowed to use militory courts ond the lowyer, I don't' wont to do thot stuff' lf
somebody would just ollow me to vent, get it out to whoever makes these decisions obout, this is iust wrong. You go

right to the next person, boom, they're onnexed nexl and he's alreody mod ot me, soid I sold out to the city. I soid

they forced me, buddy, I didn't wont to go into the city. I didn't want to, ond then you're going to go to 24 houses,

moke all these old, retired people poy for this sewer |ine ond it don't make ony sense for me, ot oll. And you know, I

could go on forever, but I won't. I appreciote you even giving me o chonce to tolk. I didn't think I'd get one' lf
somebody could contoct me. ls there onybody who, city ottorneyT You're o city attorney?

Mr. Calendo: No sir. t hove experience os a city attorney, ond I do consulting on ....... l'm very expert ot everything'

Yes sir, the Chief con ottest to thot.

Mr. Sullivan provided Mr. Blackman his business card. He'd talk to Mr. Cummings before to get a better idea'

Mr. Blackman : I would oppreciote thot very much. t know you guys got o lot to do, I con see thot. Yo, yo, do that' I

know, you see it from one side. I oppreciate it.

Mayor Hill stated he had to do the same thing about three years ago, and it cost about s40K.

Mr. Blackman ; yo, but you do hove more money, occording to the paper, thon I do. Foir? Thot's what the paper soid'

l'm just going by the press ond it's probably not true anywoy' Thank you' guys'
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Andrew Maeda, Ontario, stated: Councilmembers, thonk you very much for this time to speok with you tonight. I

-pecificolly just wonted to come here, first ond foremost, and thonk you for commemorating the 442'd. My

grandfather served in the 442nd here, so t oppreciate that. But, more importontly, I come to speok obout the porks

ond cemetery support thot you'll be voting on tonight or opproving tonight, hopefully. This is something thot for the

Recreation District, hos hod a tremendous omount of success, ond I wonted to shore whot we've done so for ond

whot the future of this con be ond hopefully you guys opprove tonight. So, we had two employees through the DHS'

Deportment of Humqn Services, come to us through the Jobs Plus program over o yeor ogo. With thot progrom, they

buitd skilts through the Recreation District ond olso provided us with o lot of help to get things done in a new district'

Following their progrom, they were oble to develop resumes and with the iob skills they leorned from us oble to go

off ond get stote jobs. From that, they ore working currently one with tech and one with a gentleman out of Burns

ond Mike Simpson, who runs the Oregon Youth Corp out of this region, and specificolly runs an At Risk Youth progrom'

focused on, specifically, trying to build up the genero! work skills and some generol skills in generol for youth or ot

risk youth to hetp them in the future, whether thot is employment ofter high school, whether thot is for o future iob

or a current job, or just give them generol direction, require things tike responsibility ond discipline. Mike Simpson

come to us, the Recreotion District recently as wel!, os of lost year, before the pondemic hit, ond we looked to try to

get the program blended with us. More recently, those two thot went through the DHS program with us ond went on

to earn stote jobs used those jobs to help bring this progrom here. One of them is the current leod for five youth thot

we hove in our community right now identified as at risk, one of which has been foster care in 26 counties in the Stote

of Oregon. He is o tremendous individuot. He's a young kid; iust doesn't have the support. He works tremendously

hord, and he just needs the guidonce, os well as the other four there. This program, through the Recreotion District,

hos served on importont port of us getting so much done in the community as for os focilities go. When it comes to

the parks thot the Recreoition District uses for our othletic facilities, these gentlemen hove been out there every single

doy helping us improve those focilities ond prepore them for gomes for our community. So, ogoin, lwould iust like to

urge you to approve this progrom becouse with the city involved in it ond with the current progroms from the stote,

ond the potentiol thot it's giing to have for our parks ond our cemeteries here in Ontorio, we con hove o drostic

change not only in the oppiol of our porks ond cemeteries, but olso the at risk youth thot we hove in our community,

which, following this year, has unfortunotely grown' Thonk you for your time'

Dallas Brockett, Baker citv, stated: Members of the Council, citizens, thank you for your time today. l'd like to tolk to

you a tittle bit about Code fn?orcement. I know there's been o tittte bit of tatk obout not refilling my position when I

teft. t know that wos o decision mode by the Chief, os we!! as o little bit of talk of undoing everything thot I worked

so hard on to try and occomplish ond moke this city cleoner. So, the.biggest thing is, why Code Enforcement? Well'

the job itself, we hove o hugte, long list of job duties, ond I con tell you right now thot Potrol is not going to toke on

tnoie 1ob duties, that tong tist. So, Code Enforcement is very importont for our community. I know thot there's been

debunking of the broken window theory - if you start with some of the smoller crimes and try to deter some of the

bigger things. t think in smaller communities like this, I think the broken window theory does hove its opplicotion' I

*iit to give o history lesson because I don't think ony of you were here when the civil penolty process come about'

The ordinonces at thot time, when I first got hired, had no teeth or determent: fines being dropped ond extensions

given to repeat violotors; citotions are unoble to be moited for out-of-stote violotors; money from fines of the tustice

court is split into multiple pieces of the pie ond the city does not recoup thot money; on-going follow-ups, some coses

were lasting severol months or o yeorlong; fines were minimo!, and they were not o deterrent to violotors. Then we

went, okoy, well let,s obote everything, let's go in, let's hotd the violotor's hond ond let's iust obote everything, right?

So we tried thot for o tittte white. Thot wos costing the city and our toxpayers thousonds of dollors every fiscol yeor'

So t went to Solem, thonks to Chief Kunz and the support of my peers. Why civil penolties? Fines can be mailed to out-

of-state violotors not mednt to moke money, but to oid in recouping the odministrotive and stoff costs. It is o pipeline'

!t,s not o bunch of money coming in all at once. Credit is given to those who have some progress, so it's less block

and white. tf you make io^" progrrts, the fine is lowered, right? tf you don't communicote' if there's no progress'

you have multipte violotions in your history, the fine's going to be higher. A citotion -you're either guilty or not guilty'

And it helps deter viototors and repeot violotors os well. We did see Q, we sow o need. We listened' We sow o need

of lowering the oppeol fee. We ogree with you, right? The 5250 wos high. We mentioned it o City Council when they

drofted the ordinonce and they said no, let's iust do exoctly whot Salem does. But we saw the need for lowering the

oppeal fee, maybe S7o0 to try to recoup thot Heoring's Officer cost. We brought forth o 3g-slide presentation to the
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City Manoger back tast April to occommodote a lot of the issues and some of the comments that we'd be heoring

from the community, Council members, ond thot sort of thing. Thot included lowering the fines; changing procedures;

the groffiti oction team to help combot groffiti; our shopping cart issues loying oround town; dog issues; ond more'

We wonted to make the civi! penolty motrix S1,2OO insteod of 52,000. Why om I here? I volue this community. I've

been on Elk's member for seven years; Ontorio High School olumni; St. Peter's olumni; TVCC olumni; ond six years as

Ontorio's Code Enforcement Officer. The Council here is undoing oll my hard work. They're ottempting to rip it oport

ond go bqckwords. My civil penolties, my troining by Solem, ond getting rid of that second Code Enforcement Officer

position that we tried to go for. And t'll end on this note: it's personol. The lies from dttorney Olson, the conflict of

interest with Riley Hill, ottorney Olson stated ot the lost Council meeting that opparently Officer Reyno and I showed

up on New yeor"s Eve to some property thot we were taking pictures ot ond somebody come out ond we tolked to

them and then we sent them this big fine. I wosn't employed here still on New Yeor"s Eve. Rick Reyno wos off duty'

ym frustroted, as you cqn te!!. Not o single one of you osked ony questions of attorney Olson. You iust sot there and

listened to his ties. Also, my good friend ond former co-worker officer Rick Reyno - the stress thot he's going through

right now os the sole Code Enforcement Officer ond undoing olt this hord work thot I put fonuard, is offecting him'

And if you cut Code Enforcement oll together, you're not just affecting o nttmber, or just onother person, you're

offecting his fomity. He hos a fomity to feed. I'm free to onswer ony questions of the Council if they hove any for me'

Martv Justus, Ontario, stated: Good evening Moyor and Council. l'm going to stort my comments by being fronk ond

to the point. How mony of you Councilpersons actually believe our City Manager and Police Chief colluded with eoch

other to use Code Enforcement funds to bolonce the city's budget? No need to onswer. I hope ond proy none of you'

We had Zoch Olson os on ottorney from Yturri Rose oddress the Council ond thus the citizens of Ontorio with gross

misrepresentation. Not only were his stotements misleoding, they're very much fobricoted to present the Mayols

one-sided view of city code enforcement efforts. He did atl of this while foiling to disclose his relotionship with our

Moyor. I have my ottorney reviewing his actions as they moy very welt be worthy of on ethic's complaint with the

Oregon Supreme Court. Let me share o true story with you. I had o citizen in my office lost week, telling me how he,

too, wos subject to these high ond exorbitont fines. I said, totked to him further ond tried to explain to me he was

never notified of his fines. Further discussion revealed that he hod severol encounters with the Code Enforcement

Officers, moking up several excused but ultimotely chose to ignore their requests' He went on to soy that his recent

notices were certified moi! but chose not to pick up those becduse the city cannot legolly fine him. Needless to soy, I

mode sure thotthis citizen teft my office knowing how I felt citizensthot blotontly disregord mointenonce and upkeep

of their properties. A simple cursory look ot the citotions ond fines to the Moyor in the last ten yeors reveol thot he,

iimself, is one of the city's biggest offenders. How mony of you know thot before he could run for Moyor, he hod to

make restitution on all the citotions he'd been issued over the yeors? This should be evidence enough thot os our

Moyor made cries about coring for our citizens of our town, his rea! motives ore one of self-serving ond self-deoling'

I refer to todoy,s story in the Molheur Enterprise; of course, thot story goes stroight to his chorocter. The Council

member thqt dares to moke a motion to suspend enforcement of these fines and therefore weokens Code

Enforcement os o whole, is truly nat working for our fellow citizens, but iust o tool for our ethicolly challenged Moyor'

The Councilor thot seconds it ond votes to approve faits in the same cotegory. tn closing, it's time for this Council to

send o cleor ond distinct messoge thot enough is enough. Stand up for the citizens thot wont a cleon city; stond up

for the citizens thot take core ond mointoin their properties; stond up for oll the citizens thot core about how the city

is perceived by our neighbors ond visitors. With that, l'll end' Thonk you'

Jon Dennis. Ontario, stated: Good evening Mr. Moyor ond members of the Council. l'm here to tolk about code

enforcement. ! agree with o few things thot officer Brockett hos stoted, particularly thot code enforcement is on

important port of our city's process and procedures. lt is o necessary piece to ensure thot our communities stoy cleon.

As on attorney, l've represented a number of both londlords ond tenonts who hove been offected by code

enforcement issues ond l'd like to just describe a couple of them here todoy. !'m representing o tenont in o mobile

home pork that has massive issues with weeds overgrowing in other people's spoces ond trosh occumulotions ond

she cloims thot this is lowering the value of her trailer ond lowering the quality of life thot she's able to have in her

pork. She doesn't hove any michonism to which she can force the londlord to cleon up the other tenon(s stuff, other

thon thru o city code enforcement mechonism.So she's not oble to do anything like that outside of there being some

type of enforcement piice, which is why the obility to issue some kind of fee or penolty is on importont of this, without
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which it essentially is kind of a toothless system. On the other hond, we olso, I believe, hove, as o proctice, kind of on

overreoch of the purpose of this, which isn't to penalize, not to generote revenue, it's simply to goin compliance. One

landlord thot I was representing was issued, the first time he'd ever heard of the violotion that wos hoppening ot his

tenont's property, he received o 54,500 notice or fine, not iust on abotement notice that you need to fix something,

but a fine you know owe 54,500. We contacted the city; the city said too bod, you can appeal it' 5o we had to pay a

5250 non+efundoble oppea! fee and I come in and represented the londlord in this cose, and ultimately, we hod those

fines dismissed because they weren't proportional to the violotions, the three violotions ot issue. There wos q gross

that wos higher thon 70 inches, o couple of different vorieties of noxious weeds, ond then occumulotion of gorboge

ond debris, toys, ond things like thot. The place was untidy. tt was the first time he'd ever heord about it ond wos

ossessed 54,500. Now if instead of initiolly receiving a 54,500 penolty, they would hove given notice to fix this' they

could hdve gone to the tendnt's and tried to force them to comply with the rentol agreement. Complying with the

rental ogreement, the londlord has severo! mechanisms that they con use to goin compliance, but when the city's

breothing down their neck and saying you got to poy us $4,500, they've olreody voiced o non-cooperotion kind of

ottitude with the londlords ond goining compliance to fix the problem. I don't think, os I reviewed the city's

ordinonces, my issue, isn't so much facially with the way thot it's drafted, I think os applied, it's not being done foirly'

it,s not being done evenly or consistently. They have this matrix, thot l'm sure you're oll owore of, where they're

supposed to be proportionote. tf it's on extreme violation, it's supposed to be o higher amount. Under these

circumstances, I don't think thot thot's how it's being done. After we got the fines dismissed, I privotely went to the

City Attorney, ond the City Monager, and !'ve oddressed these concerns with them ond my opinion. l'm hoppy to offer

to tatk with ony of you on the Council here obout this, but t think we need better troining of officers, and I think we

probabty need some kind of review mechanism so that before o person is obligoted to spend hundreds of dollors on

an appea! fee ond potentiailly thousands of dollors on a lowyer, thot they hove kind of on eosier system thot can offer

a lesser expensive way of oddressing the situotion. And if ony of you wont to tolk obout this, I'm hoppy to tolk with

you loter. Thonks.

Ruth Uransa, Ontario, stated: !'m here on beholf of my fomily ond past ond future generotions. I don't know even to

Wesent myself to you guys, but my story is that we, f m first generation from my mother"s side to be here' We hove

our own property ond my mother recently passed oway lostyeor, and my, oh Lord help me, okoy, so my story. August

of 2079, Dollas or whotever, thot guy, he, they come to my house, they soid thot my property wos dongerous for my

kinds. t'd just gotten done toking down two compers because I do help o tot of people out because I do not iudged

people, I'm not money hungry, nor do I wont to bring people down whotsoever. I'm here to help out one another as

equally os everybody else should. But the fact is, they thought my property wos too dongerous for my kids, so they

*i,er" no,nn to take my children owoy if I didn't leove. So they put us in o hotel for 90 doys until they got me this

oportment over ot Ontario Vitto. I left my property. lt is my property, given to me by my fdmily, by my mother ond my

father. So right now, ot this moment, l'm living in the opartment. My brother, he wos disobled. I gove him the house'

I tet him stoy in the house becouse thot's my fomily, you know? So they started to fine us, ond the Brock guy told me

that if we cleoned up, thot he wos going to stop fining me, which the didn't stop fining me. I wos getting oll these

fines to the point thot one of the fines wos 534,450 ond there's no possible woy thot I could ever poy anything like

thot. And so to this day, t have oll these fines which I don't know where they're ot, but somebody's lowyer got ohold

of me to tel! my story because l, 2020 was like the worst yeor of my whole life. On Februory 5h, I hod a miscorrioge,

which now ! have my boby buried on my lond becouse its my lond ond it's my child. I will not forget my boby. On the

l1th, they took my children awoy becouse ! wos in o domestic, or this guy thot !, onyway, cut him out, so the 7dh they

took my chitdren owoy. The l5h, my mother possed oway. The 1*, the fined me with oll these things on my property'

So 2020 was a really, reolly hord yeor for my lrfe ond thonk the Lord thot l'm moving on up becouse l'm not weak,

nor wi!! portroy mysetf os weok, but ! know the Lord is on my side so whatever happens, happens, but I know thot the

overcome witt be in my favor becouse my heort is good ond it's my lond. To this point, they're chorging me every

single month S7,O0O. ! don't know who is suing Ontorio or whot, but some lowyer came to me to hove them tell my

story. I don't have a derelict structure or whotever. My property, we're fixing it up. lt's not to you guy's stondords to

be foncy or to moke it took good. I have, it's not groffiti to me, it's ort, but t have on my woll, which I hove handprints

of my children becouse throughout the yeors, t've lived there, we've lived there, my brother's out there os well. I'm

going to be 3g this month, ond I've lived there oll my life, minus the two yeors that they kicked me out, plus the two

yeors that I went to lob Corps to get my diptoma, so I'm not iust, ! could care less whot onybody thinks about me
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because I om who ! om no matter whot. I don't judge, ond I don't expect onybody to know my life. But the foct is'

God is good, and ! hove on my woll Only God Con Judge Me so I'll iust leave it at thot.

Della Warren, Ontario, stated: Hello. tt's my, in foct my cose. t'm o Certified Nurse Assrstont lwork groveyords,

ofternoons, ond morning shifts certain days of the week. My husbond ond l, I threw him out becouse he would not

stop doing drugs ond t don't go for that. When l'm ot work, he comes over to the property. I own my troiler; I rent the

spoce that it's on. He would come over ond drop stuff off. He was o scrapper before he isn't working, a fork-lifi driver,

he's o scropper. He would bring everything on to the property thot l'm renting. lt got to where it got so humongous

of stuff in the yard, t would text him ond telt him to stop bringing stuff in my yard, it looks like a junk yard. He kept

on and kept on until t showed him the fines ond the lien on my troiler. Then he brought some friends over to help

clean it up and they worked a few hours. The Bishop has helped me tremendously cleaning up a lot of things ond my

neighbor helped me oll day cleoning the front yard. I sti!! have stuff in the yord. I haven't had the energy ond the time

to do it. l,ve had surgeries in the past just recently ond I'm having issue with my neck agoin. I hove metol in my neck,

so l,m working o tot ol hours, 705 if not the past couple three months because people hove been fired and loid off or

quit so everyone is getting extra hours ond you know, when I get off work, l'm deod tired' I go stroight to bed ond

have to get up in four hours, five hours, and go bock to work and do it oll ogoin, so I really don't, I've been trying very

hard to get the yord cleaned up. I mowed ond edged it yesterday, as much as the edger would, os the battery ollowed

me to edge ft. fm trying my best to keep it up. When l, I hdve one doy off, ond l'm working on getting the yord os

much os t can do it by myself now ond I thonk God for the Bishop ond the Bishop helping me that doy becouse they

fiiled up the onion truck ond took the junk truck thot my husbond brought over and left it. lt's iust tremendous oll the

hetp that t did get, I om very much oppreciative of thot. l'm on my own. I have a hondicopped roommate living with

me ond he con't do much. So bosically, |m on my own. My husbond comes oround every now ond then when l'm not

ot home. He won't come oround when !'m there. My roommote once in while lets him in ond then he'll take stuff out

of the house, or he'!! odd stuff to the house. !'m sorry !'m over my time, but I iust wonted to give you my opinion on

whot my tife has going on. I'm trying my hordest.

Mayor Hill stated she mentioned everything except if she had been fined.

Ms. Warren: My fines, they're trying to toke my house. My fines, they're outrageous. lt's not my stuff thot wos

brought into the yard, but becouse I rent the property, l'm responsible for the fines. l've got o lot of thot stuff cleoned

up, so f m hoping thot the fines would be dropped down or dismissed. That would be better for me. I don't moke o

lot of money. l'm moking a lot of hours. I just wanted to know, l'm iust hoping that my fines would be reduced or

dismissed because I'm trying my hordest'

Zach Olson, Ontario, stated: I represent o number of fotks who were fined by Code Enforcement lost yeor, including

the Moyorls compony. tf you coutd step down for a minute Mr. Mayor. You wont to appoint someone else to be in

chorge? Wel!, ljust roit to make o couple quick points today. The first, you heard that the civil fines were intended

to recoup staff costs. You just heard that firsthand. You should not be using civil penolties to pay stoff costs. That's a

very bod ideo. lt's been tried in a lot of other municipolities; there's been o lot of work on this in the last few yeors' lt
generolly goes bodty. The other thing l'm concerned obout is the spreodsheet I believe you've seen todoy' I iust got it

off the newspoper, but it kind of implies thot a lot of these huge fines occrued over time ond that's just not true. lf

iou just look at the list, the first big one on there, Ms. Brown, she wos fined 54,300 in Januory 2020, and then in July,

July 76, 2020, she wos fined $227,500. Thot's not on occumulation, thot is one enormous fine, ond by the way, I think

that fine is o record for the lorgest nuisance fine ever issued to a normol individuol in the history of this country. l've

done o lot of research on municipa! fines, ond I think it's o record. You guys reolly should think obout thot. Ms. Brown

was fined for a refusal to take steps; that's why it escoloted so high. The records I received make it, her notices were

moiled to her ond returned undeliveroble so it's not cleor she hod ony idea this wos going on. The omnesty progrom

you're tolking about, the wdy i(s set up, is basicolly it's gotten into this lody's heod, come in ond give us 57,(N0 M9

Brown and then we'l! tolk obout maybe getting rid of the rest of this fine. I'm telling you, thot is not o good woy to

deol with your fellow citizens. you should be obte to just look ot o fine for o quorter of o million dollors and soy thot

wos a mistoke, let's get rid of it. I won't go through the rest of them ! suppose. f ll try to keep to the time limit except

to soy thot Mr. Worren, onother one of my clients, she wos fined twice. SSOO in the beginning of 2020, ond then
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527,500 in the middle of 2020. Agoin, thot's not on occumulqtion of fines over time becouse she didn't do onything,

that's an enormous, outrogeous fine thot you should be able to iust look ot os o mistoke ond do owoy with' Lostly,

I'm not trying to pick on onybody, t don't think anybody had bod intentions here, but some bad things happened lost

yeor, and we reolly need to correct it. Thank you for your time.

SPECIAT ACTION

Proclamation: National Public Works Week

"stronger Together"

WHEREAS, public works professionols focus on infrostructure, focilities and services thot are of vital importonce to

sustoinoble ond resilient communities and to the pubtic heotth, high quolity of life ond well-being of the people of

Ontorio, Oregon; ond,

WHEREAS, these infrostructure, facilities ond services could not be provided without the dedicoted efforts of public

works professionols, who are engineers, monagers, ond employees ot all levels of government ond the privote sector,

who ore responsible for rebuilding, improving, and protecting our notion's transportotion, woter supply' woter

treotment ond solid woste systems, public buitdings, ond other structures ond focilities essentiol Ior our citizens; ond,

WHEREAS, it is in the pubtic interest for the citizens, civic leaders, ond children in the City of Ontario to goin knowledge

of ond to maintain an ongoing interest ond understonding oI the importance of public works ond public works progroms

in their respective communities; and,

WHEREAT the yeor 2027 morks the 57st onnuol Notiona! Public Works Week sponsored by the American Public Works

Associ oti o n/Co nod i o n Pub Ii c Work Associotion,

BE tT NOW RESOLVED, l, Riley J. Hilt, Moyor, do hereby designote the week Moy 76 - 22,2021 os Notional Public Works

Week; t urge oll citizens to join with representotives of the Americon Public Works Association/Conodian Public Works

Association ond government ogencies in octivities, events ond ceremonies designed to poy tribute to our public work

professionols, engineers, monagers ond employees and to recognize the substontiol contributions they make to

protecting our notionol heolth, safety, ond quality of life.

tN WTTNESS WHEREOF, I hove hereunto set my hond ond coused the Seol of the Stote to be offixed. Done ot the City of

Ontorio, Oregon this 78th doy of Moy 2027'

PRESENTATION

Resolution f2021-115: Commemoratins the NISEI Soldiers in the rt42nd lnfantrv Resiment Combat Team

Councilor Kirby stated the proposed resolution needed some tweaking. The Ontario community had...

Point of Order InterruPtion
Councifor Kirby called for a Point of Order. Reading Section 10, Decorum: Persons moking ony personal or

importont or slonderous remorks shoutd be censured by the President Officer. Mr. Justus was now communicating

with the Council, and he needed to stop or be removed for this Council.

Mayor Hill asked for thoughts from the Council. He'd received complaints from other Councilors about the same

issue. He could order that if that were what the Council wanted'

Councilor Rodriguez moved that the Mayor keep decorum by removing citizens ex-Councilor Marty Justus from...

Mr. Sullivan stated he had spoken about the First Amendment, and the Council did have the right to exercise

control over signs if they were insulting, if they were outside of anything that should be addressed by the council.

He saw one sign that would fall under that category, attaching the Mayor's sobriety. He asked Mr. Justus to show

him all his signs. (Mr. Justus complied with the request). His advice was to be selective and inform Mr. Justus that

there were some signs that he should not be displaying. He suggested that unless Mr. Justus put that particular

sign down, he was being disruPtive.

Mayor Hill stated they had advice from counsel and a motion on the floor.
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Councilor Hart seconded.

RODRIGUEZ moved, HART seconded, THAT THE CITY COUNCIt ASK MR. JUSTUS TO REMOVE HIMSEtF OR HIS SIGNS.

Roll call vote: Rodriguez-yes; Baker-yes; Kirby-yes; Braden-ouU Hart-yes; Melendrez-yes; Hill-yes. Motion carried

6/011.

Mr. Sullivan stated the City Manager had the authority to appoint a Sgt-at-Arms to enforce that rule'

Mr. Brown stated the Police Chief was the Sgt-at-Arms.

Mr. Sullivan stated to Mr. Justus that two signs had been deemed personally insulting and disruptive. Would you

put the identified signs down?

Mr. Justus stated he would not.

Mr. Sullivan verified he was refusing to put those down?

Mr. Justus stated he was.

Mr. Sullivan stated that was a direct disruption, and the Sgt-at-Arms had the authority to remove Mr. Justus form

the meeting.

Mr. Justus was escorted from the meeting.

Resolution #2021-115: Commemoratins the NISEI Soldiers in the /t42nd lnfantrv Reeiment Combat Team

Councilor Kirby stated everything written in the proposed resolution was correct, but it needed to be localized. His

recommendations were not complete, but he had some ideas. An addition: Whereos' durina WWll' Ontorio' Oreaon.
tt..!-- L^-^. --)

HART moved, RODRTGUEZ seconded, THAT THE RESOTUTION BE MODIFIED WITH THE INPUT BY COUNCIIOR JOHN

KIRBY TO PRESENT MORE ACCURATE INFORMATION. Roll call vote: Rodriguez-yes; Baker-yes; Kirby-yes; Braden-

out; Ha rt-yes; Melend rez-yes; Hi I l-yes. Motion carried 6 / O I L.

orp BuslNEss

Resolution fr2021-111: Bid Award for Technologv Backup Services

Adam Brown, city Manager, and Peter Hall, Assistant city Manager/HR Manager.

HART moved, KTRBY seconded, THE CIW COUNCIL APPROVE RESOTUTION *2OzL-tl-t,A RESOTUTION REQUESTING

TO AWARD TECHNOTOGY BACKUP SERVICES TO MICRO TECHNOTOGY SYSTEMS, INC FOR ONE YEAR AT A RATE OF

52,946 pER MONTH AND A ONETTME ONBOARDING FEE OF s4,600. Roll call vote: Rodriguez-yes; Baker-yes; Kirby-

yes; Bra den-out; H a rt-yes; M ele nd rez-yes; H il l-yes. M otion carried 6 | O / L'

has orosoered becouse of the members of the 442nd ond the 70dh. Those additional whereas clauses needed to be

added to the proposed resolution.
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NEW BUSINESS

Committee Appointments
Adam Brown, City Manager, presented. There were two applications for the Airport Committee, Barbara Brody, and

Clyde Esplin, and one for the Planning Commission, James Grissett. The Airport had two spots - one full member,

one Alternate. There was one position open on the Planning Commission.

Mayor Hill stated he had been contacted numerous times with concerns of Mr. Esplin possibly having a conflict of
interest due to ongoing issues with the city.

Councilor Kirby asked if there was any current or pending litigation between the city and Mr. Esplin.

Mr. Sullivan stated no lawsuits had been filed, but there had been threats made. At one point, Mr. Esplin had an

attorney submit a letter. The impression was that he was not going to accept the termination of the Beck lease on

the property. Mr. Esplin was an employee of the company. Or, maybe they should ask Mr. Esplin if he was going to
accept that. He asked Mr. Esplin if he intended to fight the city's termination of the Beck lease.

Clyde Esplin: Let me oddress first, you soid that I had on ottorney. The ottorney wos to defend me becouse Dan

Beaubien reported to the FM thot I was flying illegol chorters, which wos a false allegation, thot he knew wos folse,
ond then immediately ofter he initioted the investigation by moking o folse allegotion, he reported that I wos under

investigation from the FAA ond should not be allowed on the airport. So, I hod to get on attorney, ond the ottorney

mode quick business of the investigotion. lohn Hodge wos the ottorney thot wos representing me, defending me

ogainst the folse allegation thot Dan Beaubien made that I wos flying illegol chorters ot the airport. Don Beaubien

knew thot wos a folse allegation. He mode it onyway. lt wos not the first ollegotion that he made, oll of which hove

been found to be completely boseless and dismissed. So os part of the defense thot ottorney John Hodge, who was

defending me ogoinst the FM investigotion, gave an informotive letter to Mr. Sullivon. lt's not o cose thot I brought

ogoinst the airport; thot wos me defending myself ogainst on FM investigation. As far os the leose with Beck, I went

over thot with the City Monoger. I think we've come to some better understonding. The City Manoger I think wos

under the impression, ond I don't wont to speak for him, thot the leose, which wos storted in 2004, wos a 77-yeor

leose, ond thot it expired this yeor. That's obsolutely not the case.

Mr. Sullivan stated that was an issue-that would be a conflict of interest. He disagreed with Mr. Esplin's analysis,

and if he intended to continue to try to enforce that lease past its expiration date, that would put him in conflict

with the city.

Mr. Esplin: Okoy, so !'m working with the City Monager ond yes, I do intent to continue to use the oirport. lf you can

show me thot's o 17-yeor leose, I meon, it is Mr, Beck's leose, it's Beck's Sproy Service, lncorporoted, octuolly, o

corporation, ond if t have on opinion or on interest in the oirport, does thot disqualify from working on the airport? I

don't think there's, the other opplicant, by the woy, is not o pilot, has never flown an oirplone, doesn't own on oirport,

doesn't own a hongor. She is on the Airport Boord because she works in an office close toTom Frazier and Tom Frozier

osked her to be on the Airport Boord. ! hove o consideroble omount of experience in oviotion ond with the oirport ond

t'm fomiliar with how leases work on the oirport. I have experience probably no other Airport Committee members

have, including purchosing whole-sole fuel, being in chorge of buying fuel for a corporote iet operation, on ond on

ond on,

Mr. Sullivan stated he wanted to add that based upon numerous conversations with the Airport Manager, he

believed they would jeopardize the city's ability to continue have that Airport Manager at the airport if Mr. Esplin

was appointed to that committee. There was significant conflict between the two of them. lf Mr. Esplin were on the

Airport Committee, it would get worse.
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Mr. Esplin: Do you mind if t osk for specific conflicts, becouse you've mentioned that I've been chorged, or numerous

vio!otions, but you've never mentioned any violations, specific violotions. When we osked for speciftc violotions, then

we oddress eoch one of those, in writing, to the City Council severol months ogo and when we were attempting to

address them before the Council, we were shut down. We were shut down. We were not ollowed to onswer ony of
those supposed violations. So, if you could give o specific conflict...'

Mayor Hill stated they were not going to have a back and forth on this. This was for appointments. With the consent

of the Council, he would leave one position open on the Airport Committee and appoint Barbara Brody to the
position on the Airport until the conflicts were resolved. lt could be reviewed at that time. There was one vacancy

on the Planning Commission with one application.

James Grissett, Ontario, Plannins Commission applicant, stated: Over the lost year and a half I started working with

the city, Don Cummings, everybody, to stort building up the north side of Ontorio. ln doing so, o lot of changes that

recently came forward I liked, and I wanted to continue the growth of the city ond help doing so. I think the Plonning

Commission is one of the slots where ! con contribute, os well os being good in continuing to bring up o dilopidoted

oreo. I think it's a greot oppointment.

Mayor Hill stated he would be happy to make that appointment with the concurrence of the Council.

Mr. Brown let them know that he had met with Mr. Esplin last week and would meet with the City Attorney late in

the week to discuss that meeting.

Mayor Hill appointed Barbara Brody to the Airport Committee and James Grissett to the Planning Commission.

Park and Cemeterv Support
MELENDREZ moved, HART seconded, THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE ENTERING INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH OREGON

youTH coNsERVATtON CORPS (OYCC) AND OREGON HUMAN DEVETOPMENT CORPORATION (OHDCI FOR TOCAL

YOUTH WORK OPPORTUNITIES. Roll call vote: Rodriguez-yes; Baker-yes; Kirby-yes; Braden-out; Hart-yes;

M elend rez-yes; H il | -yes. M otion carried 6 / O I L

Aopointment of a Citv Councilor to the Downtown Attrastion Work Group

HART moved, BAKER seconded, THE CITY COUNCII APPOINT JOHN KIRBY TO PARTICIPATE lN THE DOWNTOWN

ATTRACTION WORK GROUP. Roll call vote: Rodriguez-yes; Baker-yes; Kirby-yes; Braden-out; Hart-yes; Melendrez-

yes; Hill-yes. Motion carried 6lO/L.
PUBTIC HEARINGS

Adoption of Ontario Housine Needs Analvsis. Residential Buildable Lands lnventorv. and Policv Recommendations

{The 2021 Housins Reportl is Intended as a Backsround Document to Chapter 10: Housing of the Ontario

Comprehensive Plan as well as Amend Title 10 the Ontario Comorehensive Plan. and Title 10A Substantive Zonins

Reeulations. which are lntended to lncrease Housing ProductiviW and Population Growth within the Ontario

Urban Growth Area (UGBI: and Ordinance S2790-2021. An Ordinance to Amend Title 10 the Ontario

Comprehensive Plan, and Title 10A Substantive Zoning Reeulations. which are lntended to lncrease Housins

Productivitv and Population Growth within the Ontario Urban Growth Area. on First Readine bv Title Onlv

It being the date advertised for public hearing on the matter stated above, the Hearing was declared open. There

were no objections to the city's jurisdiction to hear the action, no abstentions, ex-parte contact, and no declarations

of conflict of interest.

Dan Cummings, Community Development Director, presented.

The Hearing was opened for public testimony. Opponents: None. Proponents: None. There being no Proponent

and no Opponent testimony, the Hearing was closed.
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KIRBY moved, HART seconded, THE CITY COUNCII ACCEPT AND ADOPT THE 2O2l HOUSING REPORT AS A

BACKGROUND DOCUMENT TO THE ONTARIO COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SAID HOUSING REPORT AND MAPS ARE

ATTACHMENTS 1 AND 2 OF THIS REPORT. Roll call vote: Rodriguez-yes; Baker-yes; Kirby-yes; Braden-out; Hart-yes;

Melendrez-yes; Hill-yes. Motion carried 6/0/L.

MELENDREZ moved, HART seconded, THE CITY COUNCII ACCEPT THE PLANNING COMMISSION

RECOMMENDATION AND APPROVE THE FINDINGS OF FACTS AS PRESENTED IN THE STAFF REPORT AND AS

RECOMMENDED BY THE PTANNING COMMISSION AT A PUBTIC HEARING ON MAY TO, 2O2I. RoII CAII vOtC:

Rodriguez-yes; Baker-yes; Kirby-yes; Braden-ou! Hart-yes; Melendrez-yes; Hill-yes. Motion carried 6/O/L.

KIRBY moved, HART seconded, THE CITY COUNCII APPROVE ORDINANCE f2790-2021, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND

TITLE 10 THE ONTARIO COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, AND TITTE 1OA SUBSTANTIVE ZONING REGUTATIONS, WHICH ARE

INTENDED TO INCREASE HOUSING PRODUCTIVIW AND POPUTATION GROWTH WITHIN THE ONTARIO URBAN

6ROWTH AREA, ON FIRST READING BYTITLE ONtY. Roll callvote: Rodriguez-yes; Baker-yes; Kirby-yes; Braden-out;

Ha rt-yes; Mel en d rez-yes; Hil | -yes. Motion carried 6 / O / l.

KIRBY moved, HART seconded, THE CITY COUNCIt WAIVE THE SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE#279O-2O2L' AN

ORD]NANCE TO AMEND TITTE 10 THE ONTARIO COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, AND TITTE 1OA SUBSTANTIVE ZONING

REGUTATIONS, WHICH ARE INTENDED TO INCREASE HOUSING PRODUCTIVITY AND POPUIATION GROWTH

WITHIN THE ONTARIO URBAN GROWTH AREA. Roll call vote: Rodriguez-yes; Baker-yes; Kirby-yes; Braden-ouU Hart-

yes; Melendrez-yes; Hill-yes. Motion carried G/Oh.

ACCEPT R]GHT OF WAY ATONG FORTNER STREET AS PER THE APPROVED PARTITION UNDER PTANNING ACTION

2020-06-22 PTN

It being the date advertised for public hearing on the matter stated above, the Hearing was declared open. There

were no objections to the city's jurisdiction to hear the action, no abstentions, ex-parte contact, and no declarations

of conflict of interest.

Dan Cummings, Community Development Director, presented.

The Hearing was opened for public testimony. Opponents: None. Proponents: None. There being no Proponent

and no Opponent testimony, the Hearing was closed.

BAKER moved, MELENDREZ seconded, THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE THE DEDICATION OF THE RIGHT OF WAY FOR

A PORTION OF FORTNER STREET AND VACATION OF THE SIDEWATK EASEMENT DESCRIBED IN INSTRUMENT

NUMBER 66591AS SHOWN ON THE PARTITION PIAT OF NORTHWEST HOUSING ATTERNATIVES, SAID PARTITION

BEING APPROVED BY AN ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION ON JUIY 28, 2020, UNDER PIANNING FItE 2O2O-O5-22PTN AND

AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE HIS SIGNATURE ON THE FINAT PTAT ACCEPTING THE DEDICATED RIGHT OF

WAY AND VACATION OF SIDEWAIK EASEMENT. Roll call vote: Rodriguez-yes; Baker-yes; Kirby-yes; Braden-out;

Hart-yes; Melendrez-yes; Hill-yes. Motion carried 6/O/1.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

Code Enforcement Follow-Up and Information
NickTavlor.Ontario,stated: I'vereceivedsomeofthosefinesthotyou'vebeentolkingobout.Myfirstencounterwith
Mr. Brockett wos he told me obout a cor thot I hod on my own property needed togs, thot they were expired. I didn't
reolize that ond went ond got the togs ond took core of. The next time I hod something wos sometime, that wos like

two yeors ogo, ond the next time wos, I think, lost, I don't know, it was lost fall or something. I don't know. I wos told
be o neighbor thot Mr. Brockett ond the other Code Officer were on my property toking pictures. I never, I did receive

some sort of o notice, but it wos uncleor to me whot wos going on. ! come to o City Council meeting, I think in

November, I don't remember when it was, ond in thot Mn Romero wos speaking, Chief Romero, and when he finished
speoking ond went out, I osked to talk to him. I never did speok to the Council. Thot wosn't what was being discussed,
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I don't think. And I discussed the situation with him ond he, I soid I don't know what l'm being fined for, and he said

he would investigote it. He said t con't get it completely taken owoy becouse l've told officers thot's how we're paying

for them is out of these fines ond I said fine ond I expected to hear back from Chief Romero, but I never did. I guess

Mr. Brockett left. I don't know whot become of it. f m the person who Marty Justus wos speaking obout lost week, I

think. I went into his office. lt wos nothing to do with this. I went in there for onother matter, ond I don't remember

how we got onto this subject. Whot t soid to him wos that much, much loter, I don't know a few months ago, I did

receive a notification of o certified letter from the city. I told him, I didn't go get it, ond I did not soy the city didn't
have the right to fine me, thot wos not whot t said to him. He moy hove misunderstood me. Whot I soid wos, I don't
think thot it's legol for you to send me notices thot I have to sign for. That's how I said it to him. I still don't know

whot !'m being fined for. !'ve never understood. I think the first one hod, just like you've tolked todoy, I can't follow
oll these numbers in the ordinonce they sent me. lt's gotta say to o person like me, you're being fined because you

hove weeds. He osked me if I have weeds; I don't hove weeds. I've cleoned that whole olley of weeds. I poy people to

clean the weeds. I think port of whot I wos being fined for wos there wos three grocery corts there full of iunk thot I

hod token off a vacont lot next to where McKenzie's Auto Body used to be. There's o vocont lot there. Homeless

people hod been living there. When they left, I went down there and cleaned all their iunk up and put it in their
grocery corts ond brought it bock to my ploce ond, over time, put it in my gorbage. I osked Wolmort or somebody, I

don't remember, you wont your grocery corts bockT They told me no, if there not in good condition, we don't' wont

them back. I think they're still sitting; I don't think they're sitting on my property; I think I put them owoy somewhere.

Ijust, t don't know whot I wos being fined for. My fine, I guess, from whot I sow on that list of popers, something like

,qS,OOO. I'd like to know what the hell I did that's worth that. I don't know whot I did. There's some iunk on my

property, there's some metol there from some repoirs I wos doing. Thot's the only thing I con figure out, other thon

those grocery carts, but they're now put awoy. I don't know.

Mr. Brown stated his understanding of what the Council had discussed at the previous meeting, was that they

wanted a comprehensive approach before starting the amnesty program or going into to. Council wanted a revision

to the existing ordinance that was less punitive than currently written. Staff had presented one back in February or

March; however, it appeared the Council wanted to formally adopt a system that didn't have the ability to accrue

fines. The number side of the issue, he applied a cap of 51,500 or 51,000 (in those two columns) ...

Mayor Hill stated if they were going to discuss the amnesty issue, he would step down from the dais.

Mr. Brown stated he believed the Council wanted to see both come back together, not piece mea..

Councilor Kirby the existing ordinance had been done by a previous Council, and they'd heard from the former Code

Enforcement Officer, and there was pride in authorizing the ordinance. lt had been done, they believe, in the best

interest of the community. Others might disagree with how it was written. In the listing presented, there were things

that were in extreme excess. One thing he noticed when comparing it to the ordinance from Fruitland that Councilor

Hart provided, instead of placing a lien on their property, it was placed on their taxes. However, there was a lot to
be considered. He'd like to see a work group, which might include some people that had spoken that night, along

with some members of the Council. But, in the meantime, they had to had something in place for the Code

Enforcement Officer. Currently, he did not have authority to do anything because of the moratorium. Maybe have a

deadline of 60 days for the group to meet, but also give the Officer a S1OO flne limit so he could be active in response

to citizen complaints.

Councilor Rodriguez stated as a member of the previous Council, had had voted for the ordinance, but he didn't
recall discussing how it would be implemented. lt was like a Gestapo. One example had a 5250 fine for the first
offense but jumped to 5750 the next time. One went from 5500 to 59,000; one from 5250 increased to Stt,000; and

there were other large ones that had been talked about that night. lt was never outlined.

Mr. Sullivan stated he had not spoken with Mr. Brockett or Mr. Reyna but was 90% sure the reason some of those

fines were so high was because despite the statement to the contrary from Mr. Olson, was because those fines were

being imposed on a daily basis, which was authorized. That's where the huge numbers came from. However, it did

Ontario city Council Meeting Minutes: May 18, 2021 Page 13



City of Ontario 444 SW 4th Street Ontario, OR 97914

beg the question, when reviewing the process prior and seeing the language about daily fines, he hadn't fully

understood the impact would be from multiplying one fine by all the days the clean-up failed to occur. lf there was

a long period of time where someone was being fined 5200 or 5300 a day, it added up quickly.

Councilor Rodriguez stated he had questioned this issue last year, the daily accumulation of fines. Again, he felt it
was a Gestapo-like approach. lt was not okay, and he didn't want to tie himself to that approach. He did support

cleaning up the community but couldn't support what occurred after the vote by the Council.

Mr. Sullivan stated an easy fix to prevent those fines from multiplying was that if there was a fine, that's what the

fine amount would be. Maybe there should be someone in the Police Department who had the right to supervise

that fine, and not leave it to the individual issuing the fine.

Councilor Rodriguez stated that bringing it up last year was just a waste of time.

Mr. Sullivan stated he was saying anything. He just believed that the portions of the ordinance that resulted in a lot

of attention, and justifiably so, as it wasn't justifiable to be placing thousands of dollars against properties due to

not being clean.

Councilor Rodriguez stated he was 100% okay with undoing the unfair treatment of citizens.

Councilor Hart stated he had spoken to the City Manager in Fruitland and one part of their program which appealed

to him was focusing on cleaning up the properties instead of just fines. Fruitland had several contractors who met

with the individuals, noting they were aware they couldn't clean up their property, and asked if they wanted to hire

one. lf the owner couldn't, or chose not to, the city would have property cleaned up and the cost was fined as a lien

or placed on their taxes. Most importantly, the property was cleaned up. He agreed with Councilor Kirby's suggestion

of creating a work group; however, he wanted Officer Reyne to still have authority to issue violations even though

he didn't currently have the ability to assess fines.

Mr. Brown stated staff would work to incorporate parts from the better part of the existing ordinance, and take in

the Fruitland ordinance, input from Officers Brockett and Reyna, and Chief Romero. That could be accomplished at

staff level, to then bring back before Council, but he was not opposed to having some Councilors as part of that work

group.

Councilor Rodriguez asked if the work group could be put together soon.

Mr. Brown stated the legwork and research had already been done, so yes.

Councilor Melendrez asked how the fines were issued. Were they based on citizen complaints, or the Ordinance

Officer seeking out unfit properties; how was the process started to find the properties that needed attention?

Chief Romero stated most were complaint-driven. Staff tried to respond quickly, face-to-face, when possible, but

also though phone calls or email.

Councilor Melendrez stated with regard to the fines or fees, was it something they chose to do, or were they just

following a Council directive.

Chief Romero stated he and his staff followed the law, whether he agreed with it or not.

KIRBY moved, MELENDREZ seconded, THAT THE CIW COUNCII ESTABIISH A 5100 FINE THAT COUTD BE A ONE'

TIME FINE, NO COMPOUNDING, FOR THE NEXT 9GDAYS OR UNTIT THE ORDINANCE IS REESTABTISHED. ROII CAII

vote: Rodriguez-yes; Baker-yes; Kirby-yes; Braden-out; Hart-yes; Melendrez-yes; Hill-abstain. Motion carried

s/olur.
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Councilor Rodriguez confirmed staff would begin working on the issue.

Mr. Brown stated yes, staff would bring something back to Council.

Homeless Discussion
Larry Sullivan, City Attorney, stated the League of Oregon Cities would be holding a webinar on this issue this coming

Friday, which would include H82005, H82376, but also H82215. There were several homeless related bills that were

passed by the Legislature that LOC was giving a presentation on. He wanted to participate in that. He had been asked

questions by the City Manager just prior to this meeting starting he was unable to answer because some of the

language in the Bills were somewhat ambiguous. For example,inHB2376, it read that the homeless had a right to

park in a public parking space, as their home, in a car, as long as the parking was legal. The question came up about

a 2-hour parking time limit, or some other timeframe, would that it make it illegal for that homeless person to park

there if it violated that law. He was hoping for answers to many questions. He'd like to postpone the presentation

now; he'd like to wait until after the LOC discussion. He believed he'd have a more coherent understanding of the

legislation.

CORRESPONDENCE, COMMENTS, AND EX.OFFICIO REPORT

Mayor Hill stated he had a city check for 5282,864 that the city was paying towards the Oregon retirement

system (PERS). lt was an additional payment, beyond the required payment, so it would buy down the city's

owed debt.

Mr. Brown indicated that unless informed differently, there would not be the second meeting in May.

ADJOURN

KIRBY moved, RODRIGUEZ seconded, THAT THE MEETING BE ADJOURNED. Roll call vote: Rodriguez-yes; Baker-yes;

Kirby-yes; Braden-out; Hart-yes; Melendrez-yes; Hill-yes. Motion carried6/0/1.

ATTESTACCEPTED:

Tori Barnett, MMC, City Recorder
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