
City of Ontario 4/14 SW 4th Street Ontario, OR 97914

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

August 23,2022

The scheduled meeting of the Ontario City Council was called to order by Mayor Riley Hill at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday,
August 23,2022, in the Council Chambers of City Hall. Council members present were Riley Hill, Michael Braden, Ken
Hart, Eddie Melendrez, and Susann Mills. Sam Baker arrived at 6:21pm; John Kirby signed on at 6:45pm.

Members of staff present were Dan Cummings, Tori Barnett, Terry Leighton, Justin Zysk, Kari Ott, Casey Mordhorst,
Mike lwai, and Paul Woods.

The meeting was recorded, and copies are available at City Hall.

Mayor Hill led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

AGENDA

This Agenda was posted on August 19,2022. Copies of the Agenda are available from the City Hall Customer Service
Counter and on the city's website www.ontariooregon.org.

Mayor Hill added two items to the Agenda: ltem 8)D - Accept applications for City Manager position; and ltem 8)E

- Clean Water Authority.

HART moved, MILLS seconded, TO ADOPT THE AGENDA AS AMENDED. Roll call vote: Mills-yes; Baker-out; Kirby-
out; Hart-yes; Braden-yes; Melendrez-yes; Hill-yes. Motion carried 5/O/2.

LOCAI CONTRACT REVIEW BOARD

Sole Source Purchase Request: Water Treatment Equipment
Paul Woods, City Engineer, presented.

Growth demands require the City to increase the ability to deliver safe drinking water to the community by
expanding the water treatment system. The 2020 Water Master Plan calls for the addition of a 2 million gallon-per-
day water filtration system to provide the necessary increase in capacity. Murraysmith was retained by the city to
complete engineering associated with this project. The attached memorandum lays out the argument to proceed
with the city's direct purchasing of the unit from WesTech and doing so as a sole source purchase. Selecting the
WesTech unit to compliment the two existing WesTech units will save the city and its customers operational costs
and will ensure performance consistency.

The funds for the purchase of the equipment were authorized by the City Council in adopting the annual budget with
the water treatment plant expansion project listed as a specific capital improvement expenditure. Due to the 40-
week lead time, approval of the purchase now is needed to keep the project moving forward.

HART MOved, MILLS seconded, THE CIW COUNCIT TO AUTHORIZE THE SOIE SOURCE PURCHASE OF THE wEsTEcH
WATER FILTMTION EQUIPMENT AND AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO SIGN Att DOCUMENTS RELATED TO THE

PURCHASE. Roll call vote: Mills-yes; Baker-out; Kirby-out; Hart-yes; Braden-yes; Melendrez-yes; Hill-yes. Motion
carried 5/O/2.
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BEGIN REGUTAR COUNCIT MEETING

PRESENTATIONS

Proclamation: Malheur Countv Prevention Coalition
Jennifer Shafer read the proclamation into the record: City of Ontorio Recovery Month Proclomotion

Menta! heolth, substonce use, ond hormful gambling behoviors offect oll communities nationwide. With commitment

and support, our famity members, friends, colleagues, ond community members with these disorders con achieve

healthy tifestytes ond leod rewording lives in recovery. By seeking help, people who experience mental heolth,

substonce use and/or hormfut gombting behaviors con embark on o new poth toward improved heolth and overall

wellness. The focus of our locol theme for Recovery Month for September 2022 is "Recovery is For Every Person,

Recovery is For Every Fomily, Recovery is For Every Community, Recovery is for Everyone!" To celebrate their iourney,
we recognize the chollenges of recovery, ond we support them! We redlize the need to shore resources ond build

networks thot support recovery in oll forms, as we ore oll port of the solution. Recovery Month ond Hands Around

the pork spreads the message that behoviorol heolth is essentiol to one's overoll heqlth and wellness, and thot
prevention work, treotment is efective, ond people do recover.

The impact of mento! health ond substonce use disorders is apparent in our country, with 22 million people in the US

suffering from on octive oddiction disorder, and 1 out of every 3 households being directly impocted by oddiction.

Oregon ranks first among oll states for odutts with substance use disorders ond third in the notion for youth with

substance use disorders. Additionally, an estimoted 84,000 adult Oregonions hove moderote or severe gambling

disorders. These conditions in one woy or another offect us oll. Through Recovery Month, people become more owore

ond oble to recognize the signs of mentol health, substance use, ond harmful gdmbling behoviors, which can help

guide more people into needed treotment. Managing the effects of these conditions can help people achieve healthy

lifestyles, both physicolly ond emotionolly.

The Recovery Month observance continues to work to improve lives to promote and support treotment, and recovery

proctices, educating communities about prevention ond acknowledging the dedicqtion of service providers and

community members who ossist in moking recovery possible. For the obove reosons, we ore osking the citizens of
Oregon to join us in celebroting this September os Recovery Month.

We, os the City of Ontorio, do hereby procloim the month of September 2022 os Mentol Heolth, Substance Use, ond

Harmful Gambling Behoviors Recovery Month

tn Ontario, OR, we co!! upon our community to observe this month with compelling programs ond events thdt support

this yeor's observonce.

MELENDREZ moved, HART seconded, TO ADOPT THE PROCTAMATION AND AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR AND STAFF

TO SIGN THE PROCIAMATION. Roll call vote: Mills-yes; Baker-out; Kirby-out; Hart-yes; Braden-yes; Melendrez-yes;

Hill-yes. Motion carried 5 lO 12.

Update: Sprint Boat Races

Ron Dillon stated: Moyor ond Council, I know you hove o full ogenda, so l'll be brief. I iust thought it would be

oppropriote to updote you on how things ore going out there. I know some of you have attended one or both of our

roces, ond some hoven't. We haven't hod ony occidents; we hoven't hod any injuries. Our sofety fence got slammed

into ot the lost roce, ond it just stood there stoicolly like it was supposed to ond no one was hormed. We hove not

hod great attendonce out there, dnd thot's been frustroting. These young kids coming up thot want to be even

producers, the first thing I tettthem is do not buy into if you build it, they will come. So whot did I do? I bought into if
they buitd it, they wi!! come. Shome on me. However, we're not giving up. We know thot pott of the problem wos no

gross, so we've been out there sloving oway instolling sod. Huge kudos to Worrington lrrigation. Joey Warrington got

tired of me stogging in there every ddy, saying !'m dying out there, we con't get ony woter, and she finally said, l'm
going to loon you an entire woter system, ond bless their heors, they came out ond instolled it. lt still has o few little
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hiccups, but by ond lorge we've got holf of thot berm obout, we've loid down obout 15,000 square feet of sod, with
onother 75 to go. I got a screoming deol on the sod, so it looks night ond doy different. I wish I hdd a slide to show
you, but I'm going out there ofter the meeting tonight to keep going. World of difference. We're olso going to lower
our ticket prices. We come into this going, well our tickets are cheoper than the other two tracks, but we found out
thot doesn't mdtter. ln this community, it better be reolly, really, really low priced or they're not going to come. So,

we're going to hove the lowest ticket prices. We'll be half of whot the other trocks chorge, which is risky becouse you
get it down to where if we're chorging o dollor for o ticket, we'd have to get 15,000 people to breok even, and that's
probobly not going to hoppen, but we're trying A through Z to moke this work. Also, I wont to thonk the, ond I should
hove written her nome down, I believe they're colled the New Life or New Hope Recovery Center here in town. They

ore mognificent. They've been sending us people out to help loy the sod and help with sofety crews and they're

fabulous people ond I wish them oll well. So this photo up on the screen behind you, thot's the recent roce up ot Port

Angeles, Woshington. They sold 6,700 tickets. The owner confided in me thot he cleored over 5750,000 profit. I said
I don't know whether to be impressed or cry. But I thought Port Angeles was o suburb of Seattle, but it's not. lt's 723

miles north of Seottle, out kind of in the boondocks. Now they've been doing this for o while, so it's tough to say thot
we're just going to jump in and do like them, but we are going to go up ond ottend their next race here in o couple
weeks ond try ond understond while they're getting thousonds ond thousands ond thousonds of people. They have

30 rocers; we only had ten. (Next slide please) Okoy, this is the recent roce ot Soint John, Woshington, which is out
completely out in the middle of now where, out near Lewiston, ond there's obout 5,000 people there. Agoin, they've
got some gross, they've got some trees, they've got this ond that, but the ideo that you hove to be near o big urban

oreo to pull thousands of people, these guys ore proof thot thot's not the cose. So we're going to keep fighting, with
more ond more gross, more ond more wqter, ond lower ticket prices. Our lost roce this yeor is October 7tt. We're
going to give it o go. We do appreciote the city; they've been nothing but helpful on this, os hos lohn Breidenbach

ond the Chomber of Commerce have been enormously supportive of us. ljust wonted to let you know we're still here,

we're still swinging, and we hope to see you October 7't.

Councilor Hart asked with regard to the other events, how much pull was there from other people who followed
those races vs getting local people here from like Ontario or the Boise area? Was it about 50/50?

Mr. Dillon: Yes, there ore people who follow the circuit. We had a couple thot soid hey we drove here from Sedttle,

we drove here from lon Froncisco, whatever. There's only, the thing that we thought wos going to help us more than
it hos, there's only three sprint boot trocks in the entire country, we being one of them. We're not getting that turn
out. We continue to heor your prices ore too high ond there's no gross, ond that's why we ottacked the grass thing.
ls that going to moke o huge difference? I simply don't know. We know it'll help, ond we know that the oirport is

excited becouse there's dust issues over there and the more, we water ond the more gross there is, the less dust

there's going to be ot the oirport. As far as locol, we thought we'd get o big following from Boise. We tried to drow
some onologies with our Big Nosty Hill Climb, ond it drows big uowds from Boise, Kuna, Caldwell, that should be

happening here. There is same discussion thot maybe our odvertising isn't working. We're primorily using sociol

media, but a lot of people follow things on Focebook now, and our last boosted od for the lost race got 150,000+

views ond I think obout 6,000 clicks where they went to our website, so you try to think optimisticolly ond you go,

gosh, we're going to get, the whole thing wos designed to get ot leost 7,000 poying spectotors. At the point, the
numbers stort to work. We hove 763 poying spectotors ot the first one, ond we had severol hundred more people

thot got in for free, sponsor tickets, thot kind of thing, so thot's why he said there wos 1,700 people ot the first one

becouse thot wos obout whot we hod. The second wos noticeobly worse. lt was only 411 that were sold ond another
200 or so that were there. Speculation there is thdt the weather wos pretty bod ot the first one. The wind came up

ond of course the woter truck broke down ond it wos o mess, but you'd still think thot people would go, mon, sprint
boots, this is greot. The racing out there hos just been terrific. Yeoh, we need to pull horder from this community; we

need to get Boise over here. We're expecting ot leost 6-8,000 ot our Big Nosty Hill Climb in three weeks. Now that's
maybe not foir becouse it's been around for 18 yeors, but still, it's the only motorcycle hill climb in ldaho ond this is
the only sprint boat track in Oregon, so if Nosty con do it, Ontario Speedway should be able to do it.
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OtD BUSINESS

Upgrade Request: Dump Truck
Casey Mordhorst, Public Works Director, presented.

MELENDREZ moved, HART seconded, THAT THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE A REQUEST TO UPGRADE THE

HYDRAULICSANDSANDERONTHE1gggVOIVO1o-YARDOUNTNOTTOEXCEEDSTS,000.00TOMETROQUIP. Roll

call vote: Mills-yes; Baker-yes; Kirby-out; Hart-yes; Braden-yes; Melendrez-yes; Hill-yes. Motion carried 6/0/!.

Resolution #2022-135: Reallocating Funds from Dump Truck Funding to Softball Fields and Continsencv

Kari Ott, Finance Director, presented.

HART moved, MILLS seconded, THE CIW COUNCII APPROVE RESOLUTION #2O22't35: A RESOIUTION TO

REALTOCATE FUNDS FROM THE DUMP TRUCK TO SOFTBATL BACKSTOPS AND CONTINGENCY. ROII CAII VOIC: MIIIS-

yes; Baker-yes; Kirby-out; Hart-yes; Braden-yes; Melendrez-yes; Hill-yes. Motion carried 5/O17.

NEW BUSINESS

Amendment S2 to Wastewater Services Asreement: Citv of Ontario and SRCI

Paul Woods, City Engineer, presented.

MELENDREZ moved, MILLS seconded, THE CIW COUNCII TO APPROVE AMENDMENT S2 OF THE WASTEWATER

SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CIW AND SRCI AND AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO SIGN Att DOCUMENTS

RETATED TO THE ACTION. Roll call vote: Mills-yes; Baker-yes; Kirby-out; Hart-yes; Braden-yes; Melendrez-yes; Hill-

yes. Motion carried 6lO/L.

Resolution #2022-135: Support a Vision Zero Policv

Justin Zysk, HR Manager/Assistant to City Manager, presented.

MILLS moved, MELENDREZ seconded, THE CIW COUNCIL TO ADOPT RESOLUTION #2O22't36: A RESOTUTION TO

ADOPT A GOAI TO REDUCE TRAFFIC RELATED.FATATITIES D SUPPORTING A VISION ZERO POTICY IN THE CITY OF

ONTARIO. Roll call vote: Mills-yes; Baker-yes; Kirby-out; Hart-yes; Braden-yes; Melendrez-yes; Hill-yes. Motion

carried 6/O/7.

Resolution f2022-137: Police Radio Repairs

Kari Ott, Finance Director, presented.

MILLS moved, HART seconded, THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE RESOLUTION #2O22't37: A SUPPLEMENTAI BUDGET

TO AppROpRtATE CARRYOVER 2021-2022 RADIO EqUIPMENT FUNDING. Roll call vote: Mills-yes; Baker-yes; Kirby-

out; Hart-yes; Braden-yes; Melendrez-yes; Hill-yes. Motion carried 6/0/t.

Accept Applications for the Citv Manager Position

Mayor Riley Hill this was needed due to a mistake that was made in advertising for applicants for a new City Manager.

It was his understanding that the city received three applications, but then when the deadline was published, eight

more applications were received. lt was a Council decision to accept all eight applications, or to only move forward

with the three applications that met the deadline.

HART moved, MELENDREZ seconded, THE CITY COUNCIt ACCEPT Att EIGHT APPIICATIONS SINCE THAT WAS WHAT

WAS PUBTISHED FOR FOTKS EVEN THOUGH THAT DtD NOT COINCIDE WITH WHATTHE COUNCIT HAD VOTED ON.

Rofl call vote: Mills-yes; Baker-yes; Kirby-out; Hart-yes; Braden-yes; Melendrez-yes; Hill-yes. Motion carried61017.
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Authorization to Submit a letter of Interest for Oreson Safe Drinking Water State Revolving loan Fund for the
Water Treatment Plant Expansion
Paul Woods, City Engineer, presented.

Councilor Hart asked if Merchant Mclntyre was helping with this?

Mr. Woods stated they were not.

HART MOvCd, MILLS seconded, THE CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZE THE SUBMITTAI OF A TETTER OF INTENT TO THE
OREGON STATE SAFE DRINKING WATER STATE REVOTVING IOAN FUND FOR WATER TREATMENT PLANT
EXPANSION AND AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR OR CITY MANAGER TO SIGN. Roll call vote: Mills-yes; Baker-yes; Kirby-
out; Hart-yes; Braden-yes; Melendrez-yes; Hill-yes. Motion carried 6/0/7.

PUBTIC HEARING

CDBG Sewer Line Replacement Proiect Close Out
It being the date advertised for public hearing on the matter stated above, the Hearing was declared open. There
were no objections to the city's jurisdiction to hear the action, one abstention, no ex-parte contact, and one
declaration of conflict of interest.

Paul Woods, City Engineer, presented.

The Hearing was opened for public testimony, Opponents: None. Proponents: None. There being no Proponent
and no Opponent testimony, the Hearing was closed.

MILLS MOVCd, BAKER seconded, THE CITY COUNCIT TO APPROVE CTOSING THE CDBG SEWER LINE REPIACEMENT
PROJECT AND DIRECT STAFF TO SUBMIT AtL NECESSARY CTOSE OUT DOCUMENTAT]ON AS REQUIRED BY THE
GRANT. Roll call vote: Mills-yes; Baker-yes; Kirby-yes; Hart-yes; Braden-yes; Melendrez-yes; Hill-yes. Motion carried
7lolo.

Ordinance S2813-2022: Proclaiminq the Rezoning of Certain Propertv within the Citv of Ontario from Heaw
Industrial (F2l to General Commercial (C-21

It being the date advertised for public hearing on the matter stated above, the Hearing was declared open. There
were no objections to the city's jurisdiction to hear the action, no abstentions, no ex-parte contact, and no
declarations of conflict of interest.

Mayor Hill recused himself due toa conflict of interest and stepped down from the dais. Council President Hart
presided over the public hearing on this action.

Dan Cummings, Comm u nity Development Director, presented.

The Hearing was opened for public testimony. Opponents: None. Proponents: None. There being no Proponent
and no Opponent testimony, the Hearing was closed.

BRADEN MOvEd, MILLS seconded, THE CITY COUNCII TO ACCEPT THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE PTANNING
COMMISSION AND APPROVE THE FINDINGS OF FACTS OF FACTS FOR THE REZONE OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY
FROM HEAVY INDUSTRIAI (l-2) TO GENERAT. COMMERCTAT (C-2) AS sET FORTH tN PTANN|NG ACTTON 20222022-
05-26R2 BASED ON THE INFORMATION, FINDINGS AND CONCTUSIONS SET FORTH lN THIS REPORT. Roll call vote:
Mills-yes; Baker-yes; Kirby-yes; Hart-yes; Braden-yes; Melendrez-yes; Hill-recused. Motion carried 610/0/1.
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BRADEN moved, MILLS seconded, lN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 8.2{2} OF THE CITY CHARTER, THE CIW COUNCII
TO APPROVE ORDINACE #28L3.2O22 AN ORDINANCE PROCIAIMING THE REZONING OF CERTAIN PROPERTY

wlTHlN THE CIW OF ONTARTO FROM HEAVY tNDUSTRtAt (t-21TO GENERAT COMMERCTAT (C-21AS SET FORTH tN

ACTION 2O22-O5-26RZ,, AT A SINGLE MEETING BY TITIE ONIY. Roll call vote: Mills-yes; Baker-yes; Kirby-yes; Hart-
yes; Braden-yes; Melendrez-yes; Hil l-recused. Motion carried 6/0 /O/ t.

BRADEN moved, MILLS seconded, lN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 8.2(2) OF THE CITY CHARTER, THE CITY COUNCIt
TO APPROVE ORDINACE #28L3-2O22 AN ORDINANCE PROCTAIMING THE REZONING OF CERTAIN PROPERTY

wlTHlN THE CIW OF ONTARTO FROM HEAVY tNDUSTRtAt (l-21TO GENEMT COMMERCTAT (C-2) AS SET FORTH tN
ACTION 2O22-O6-26RZ, AT A SINGLE MEETING BY TITIE ONIY. Roll call vote: Mills-yes; Baker-yes; Kirby-yes; Hart-
yes; Braden-yes; Melendrez-yes; Hill-recused. Motion carried 6 IO/O/ t.

Mayor Hill returned to the dais.

Resolution #2022-138: Supplemental Budget - Ontario Promise and Aquatic Fund
It being the date advertised for public hearing on the matter stated above, the Hearing was declared open. There
were no objections to the city's jurisdiction to hear the action, no abstentions, ex-parte contact, and no declarations
of conflict of interest.

Kari Ott, Finance Director, presented.

The Hearing was opened for public testimony. Opponents: None. Proponents: None. There being no Proponent
and no Opponent testimony, the Hearing was closed.

HILL moved, BAKER seconded, THE CITY COUNCIT APPROVE RESOTUTION #2O22.I38: A SUPPTEMENTAT BUDGET

TO APPROPRIATE REMAINING AQUATIC FUND BAIANCE AND MOVE ONTARIO PROMISE FUNDING TO A SEPARATE

FUND. Roll call vote: Mills-yes; Baker-yes; Kirby-yes; Hart-yes; Braden-yes; Melendrez-yes; Hill-yes. Motion carried
7/o/0.

DEPARTMENT HEAD UPDATES

Finance: Monthlv Report (Attoched)

Kari Ott, Finance Director, presented.

HAND OUTS

Minutes: Countv Court (Attoched)

08 -03 -2022 ; 08- t0 -2022

Check Register (Aftached)

JulV2022

CORRESPONDENCE. COMMENTS, AND EX-OFFICIO REPORTS

o Councilor Hart gave a shout out to Chief lwai. He listened to his presentation to a delegation of Senators
and House members about some issues he and his staff were facing in Ontario with homelessness, crime,
and drugs. lt was well-received. The Chief is extremely respected, and people wondered how Ontario got
him. They were told he was ours and they could not have him! He did Ontario proud in that presentation,

so thank you to Chief lwai.
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r Councilor Mills stated she believed they'd be receiving a presentation from Chief lwai at the next meeting,
and she'd like him to include an update on the officers who were not currently on duty.

Executive Session: ORS 192.550{2}(a}
An executive session was called at 7:10 p.m. under provisions of ORS 192.660(1)(a) to consider employment of an

officer, employee, staff member, or agent. The Council reconvened into regular session at 8:27 p.m.

ACTION FOTIOWING EXECUTIVE SESSION

Citv Manaser Recruitment Process: Next Steps

Mayor Hill stated the Council would be asking 14 questions of the candidates. The Council has narrowed it to four
(4) candidates. The four unselected will receive regret letters. Councilor Hart and Councilor Braden would be

reviewing the questions for finality, and they would then be submitted to the city's legal counsel for review and

approval.

HART moved, BAKER seconded, TO APPROVE THE STEPS OF ASKING THE CANDIDATES 14 QUESTIONS FOR THE

FOUR CANDIDATES SELECTED BY THE COUNCIL; THE FOUR CANDIDATES NOT SETECTED Wltt RECEIVE LETTERS OF

REGRET; AND COUNCItOR HART AND COUNCILOR BRADEN Wltt REVIEW THE 14 QUESTIONS AND SUBMIT THEM

TO THE CIW ATTORNEY FOR APPROVAI. Roll call vote: Mills-yes; Baker-yes; Kirby-yes; Hart-yes; Braden-yes;

Melendrez-yes; Hill-yes. Motion carried 7 /OlO.

ADJOURN

HART moved, BAKER seconded, THAT THE MEETING BE ADJOURNED. Roll call vote: Mills-yes; Baker-yes; Kirby-yes;

Hart-yes; Braden-yes; Melendrez-yes; Hill-yes. Motion carried 7 /0/O.

Tod Barnett, MMC, City Recorder
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