
MISSION STATEMENT: TO CREATE A HEALTHY, SAFE, DIVERSE, AND PROSPEROUS CITY  
BY ENGAGING COMMUNITY MEMBERS TO DEVELOP AN ENRICHED QUALITY OF LIFE. 

 

COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 
CITY COUNCIL – CITY OF ONTARIO OREGON 

TUESDAY, JUNE 11, 2024, 6:00 PM, MT 
Zoom Link 

 

 

 

Pursuant to the Public Meetings Laws and Rules within the Oregon Revised Statutes, the City Council has the authority, ability, and standing to take action on any items 
on the Agenda, or add items to the Agenda, during the Study Session or Regular Meeting, as long as all public meeting notice requirements have been met. 

The City Council may recess/adjourn to Executive Session under ORS 192.660(2) as follows: (a) Employment of Public Officers, Employees, or Agents; (b) Discipline of Public Officers, Employees, or Agents; (d) Labor Negotiations; (e) Real Property Transactions; (f) 
Exempt Public Records; (g) Trade Negotiations; (h) Litigation [Current or Potential]/Consult with Legal Counsel; (i) Performance Evaluation of Public Officers and Employees; (j) Trade Negotiations; and/or (l) Labor Negotiations. 
 
The City of Ontario does not discriminate in providing access to its programs, services and activities on the basis of race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, political affiliation, sex, age, marital status, physical or mental disability, or any other inappropriate reason 
prohibited by law or policy of the state or federal government.  Should a person need special accommodations or interpretation services, contact the City at 889-7684 at least one working day prior to the need for services and every reasonable effort to accommodate 
the need will be made.  

  
1) CALL TO ORDER  
  Roll Call: Susann Mills            Sam Baker             Ken Hart            Penny Bakefelt            Eddie Melendrez              

Council President John Kirby ____ Mayor Debbie Folden            
 
  
2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
  
This Agenda was posted on June 7, 2024. Copies of the Agenda are available from the City Hall Customer Service Counter and on the 
city's website at www.ontariooregon.org. 
  
3) MOTION TO ADOPT THE AGENDA  
  
4) CONSENT AGENDA  
  A) Approval of Council Meeting Minutes: May 28, 2024 
  
5) PUBLIC COMMENTS Citizens may address the Council; however, Council may not be able to provide an immediate answer or response. Out of 

respect to the Council and others in attendance, please limit your comment to three (3) minutes. Please state your name and city of residence for the 
record. 

  
6) PRESENTATIONS  
  A) Safe Streets for All - Presenters - John Ringert 
  
7) NEW BUSINESS  
  A) Contract Award - Warrington - Airport Way/BLM Contract 
  
8) PUBLIC HEARING  
  A) Residential Housing Rehabilitation Grant: Kathy Markee, Community in Action 
  B) Accept Right of Way for a Portion of NW 4th Avenue, per Approved Partition Plat, Approved Under Planning 

Action 2023-08-13 PTN 
  
9) DEPARTMENT HEAD UPDATES  
  A) Airport: Semi-Annual Report 
  
10) DISCUSSION ITEMS  
  A) Dog Parks 
  B) Murals on City Water Tanks (SE 5th Avenue, Sunset Drive, and Foothill Drive) 
  
11) HAND-OUTS  
  A) Monthly Department Stats: OFR, PW 
  
12) CORRESPONDENCE, COMMENTS AND EX-OFFICIO REPORTS  
  
13) ADJOURN  
 

https://zoom.us/j/2115424962
www.ontariooregon.org
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CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

May 28, 2024 
  

 

The scheduled meeting of the Ontario City Council was called to order by Mayor Debbie Folden at 6:00 p.m. 
on Tuesday, May 28, 2024, in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present were Penny 
Bakefelt, Susann Mills, John Kirby, Ken Hart, and Debbie Folden. Eddie Melendrez and Sam Baker were excused.  

Members of staff present were Tori Barnett, Corinna Hysell, Clint Benson, Casey Mordhorst, Marshall Pierce, 
Kari Ott, and Michael Iwai. Dan Cummings, Tatiana Burgess, and Andy Wood participated via Zoom. 

The meeting was recorded, and copies are available at City Hall.   

AGENDA 
 
This Agenda was posted May 24, 2024. Copies of the Agenda are available from the City Hall Customer Service 
Counter and on the city’s website www.ontariooregon.org. 
 
HART moved, KIRBY seconded, TO ADOPT THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED.  Roll call vote: Mills-yes; Baker-out; 
Hart-yes; Bakefelt-yes; Melendrez-out; Kirby-yes; Folden-yes. Motion carried 5/0/2. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
KIRBY moved, HART seconded, TO ADOPT THE CONSENT AGENDA, WHICH CONSISTED OF APPROVAL OF 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF MAY 14, 2024; HOUSING INCENTIVE PROGRAM #55-2023; HOUSING 
INCENTIVE PROGRAM #56-2023; HOUSING INCENTIVE PROGRAM #57-2024; HOUSING INCENTIVE PROGRAM 
#58-2024; AND HOUSING INCENTIVE PROGRAM #59-2024. Roll call vote: Mills-yes; Baker-out; Hart-yes; 
Bakefelt-yes; Melendrez-out; Kirby-yes; Folden-yes. Motion carried 5/0/2. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Bruce Hunter, Ontario, stated: Mayor and Council. I was reading in the Argus Observer Friday when I got it and 
became very concerned about an article in there about closing the airport. I sent some of you texts and sent 
some of you email, and after I read those, after I sent them, I apologize, some of it was kind of jumbled and 
you needed some kind of an interpreter. So tonight, hopefully, I’ve done a little better job. After reading the 
article in the paper about the possibility of Ontario closing the airport and using that money to help the 
Recreation District build a swimming pool, it has me very concerned. The Recreation District thought they could 
do a better job of managing a pool and the Recreation Department than the city, and now they have found out 
how challenging it is. Their taxing district is larger than the city, so they should be bringing in more money to 
operate on. Our community is heavily dependent on the agriculture business, both from the farmers and the 
agricultural businesses like Simplot, Farmer’s Supply, Land View, D&B Supply, and most every other business 
in town. I’ve had many conversations with Mr. Councilor Kirby, and he understands that, too. Closing the airport 
would affect all businesses, both directly and indirectly, and would cost the city a substantial amount of money 
to get out of contracts and leases already in place. I am not against the pool, but let the Recreation District 
continue to raise money. After all, that’s what they said they would do. If the city doesn’t have the $250k to 
give them, then the Recreation District needs to work a little harder to come up with the money. In my opinion, 
every dollar that the city gives to the District, is a double-taxation to the residents of Ontario. I had an email 
conversation with Eddie and told him that he was proposing marijuana money go to it, and I thought, well, 
that’s okay, and then I changed my mind after thinking about it. Marijuana money is still money coming into 

http://www.ontariooregon.org/
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the city, and if it’s used for things like the swimming pool, I am still being double-taxed because that money 
could go somewhere else. So I guess my plea is don’t close the airport. Thank you.  
 
James Trueax, Ontario, stated: As he was talking about dealing with the airport closure, I’d like to tell in on the 
end of it because yes, he’s got some good points. The other points are dealing with like TVCC due to it having 
their aviation classes and six-week classes. If the airport gets closed down, that’s going to put a bind on TVCC 
where they have to close it down and they’re going to have to find another place to open back up at. And I 
am against them deciding to do that, closing the airport down to use it towards the pool. I believe the recreation 
company, that they’re wanting to try and do the money, trying to use, like donations or coming up with some 
project to fund to gather the money up as like doing like an event at the park or something to bring in the 
extra money to help bring in that pool.  
 
Councilor Ken Hart stated: So as you may know, I wear a couple of hats and so I got a call today – I’m also the 
chair of the Treasure Valley Community College board. I got a call today from my president, President Dana 
Young, about the article and first, I want to recognize James. He was just recognized by State of Oregon. I 
think there were a few other students flew out to, I think Salem, Portland, and they had a nice event for our 
academic All-American All-Oregonian Academic Team. So, thank you for being here, James. She wanted me to 
convey to the City Council that she also would have concerns about the closure of the airport. Again, due to 
the fixed wing program that is there. It is thriving. It continues to grow, and it is a wonderful addition to our 
community. I will just reread the first couple of sentences of my editorial, which was this headline is not to 
advocate for a position, but I do want to start a community conversation. So I appreciate members of the  
community that have come and expressed, I think we need to continue from the staff, Andy, I gave staff a heads 
up that I was going to put this editorial out there because we’d love to hear from more in the community about 
the different assets that we have and how important they are. So, I appreciate the conversation. I’m not in a 
position to advocate, but at the same time, we’ve got a subsidy, and as we look into the future of the next 
several years may be challenging for the City of Ontario, so we need to understand what are the value of the 
different assets that we have in this community. So, thank you.  
 

PRESENTATION 
 
Maker’s Faire 
Nickie Shira, Director of the Frontier STEM Hub, Malheur Education Services District #!4, presented.   
 

 
 

 

Goals

● Encourage Creativity and Innovation
● Educational Impact - STEM and Entrepreneurship
● Community Building
● Economic Benefits

Outcomes
● Attendees were inspired by innovative projects and

demonstrations showcased at the Malheur Makers Faire.
● This type of exposure to creativity can spark new interests

and passions
● Encourages families to engage together
● Activities at the Malheur Makers Faire centered around

science, technology, engineering, and mathematics
(STEM).

Outcomes
● 109 local youth entered art exhibits into the Maker Faire

● Over 350 people participated in the event

● 20 vendors

● Six various educational
workshops were offered
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Councilor Hart thanked her for the presentation. The drone part of this was amazing. They had a course in the 
back, little mini drones, and at the end of the day, his understanding was that Simplot did not use airplanes 
anymore to spray fields. It was inefficient, and humans were not able to be anywhere as efficient as drones. 
What came out in that room would have as much of an impact, they needed to be able to support as much as 
they could, and that was why he thought these type of events, while they couldn’t all be done, it was part of 
the Strategic Plan. He appreciated the way that they tried to involve all the kids. Being able to see those kids, 
the Robotic Team from Vale, they were so proud of what they were able to accomplish. It was a great event. 
He was excited the city was able to be a part of it, and hoped they could figure out ways to make sure it 
continued. It was really to support students in the community.  

 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
Resolution #2024-107: Community Risk Assessment 
Kari Ott, Finance Director, presented. 
 
The City of Ontario (Ontario Fire and Rescue) and the Ontario Rural Fire Protection District (ORFPD) would like 
to team up to have a community risk assessment/standards of cover (CRA/SOC) study completed. The total 
cost of the study was $50,118. This study would identify risk and target hazards within the City of Ontario 
and the ORFPD boundaries and show the taxpayer exactly what they were currently paying for fire protection. 
The community risk assessment piece would guide Ontario Fire and Rescue in preparing and training for 
emergencies at target hazards and areas of risk. The standards of cover piece would assist the city and rural 
departments in efforts to find additional revenue needed for increased staffing, facilities, and equipment (five-
year plan), and help the fire department to identify strengths, weaknesses, and opportunities. This study 
represented a large piece of strategic planning efforts. The City Council previously approved $25,059 to be 
used from the public safety fund for this study. The city would contract with Emergency Services Consulting 
International to perform the study. ORFPD would reimburse the city $25,059 (half of the total cost). The 
attached resolution brought in the additional revenue, and transferred $25,059 from the public safety 
department contingency in order to appropriate the entire $50,118 for the study. This would leave $373,083 
in the Reserve Fund Public Safety Department contingency. 
 
 

Outcomes
● When children and adults engage in STEM activities

they can develop an interest
in these fields

● Alignment with City’s Strategic Plan

Alignment with City of Ontario’s Strategic Plan- 2019-23

Have more city sponsored activities

Host a second County Fair - Create a second fair which focuses on current
trends to attract younger demographics. Include robotics, drones, video gaming,
and electronics

Key Takeaways

1. Evaluate the time of year to hold event
2. More advertisement

Thank You

Questions?
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HART moved, KIRBY seconded, THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE RESOLUTION #2024-107: A RESOLUTION TO 
APPROVE A SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS FOR A COMMUNITY RISK 
ASSESSMENT/STANDARDS OF COVER STUDY. Roll call vote: Mills-yes; Baker-out; Hart-yes; Bakefelt-yes; 
Melendrez-out; Kirby-yes; Folden-yes. Motion carried 5/0/2. 
 
Resolution #2024-108: GASB 54 
Kari Ott, Finance Director, presented.  
 
Government Accounting Standards Board (GASB) No. 54 was adopted by the city during the fiscal year ended 
June 30, 2011. The City Council was required to formally establish spending policies for ending fund balances 
annually by formal resolution. The city needed to commit the 2023-2024 ending fund balances in the Revolving 
Loan Fund, Capital Projects Fund, Trust Fund, and Reserve Fund for use in the 2024-2025 fiscal year. All 
commitments of the fund balances were required to be approved on or before the end of the fiscal year. 
However, if the Council chose not to pass this resolution this would cause a finding in the audit. 
 
KIRBY moved, BAKEFELT seconded, THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE RESOLUTION #2024-108, A RESOLUTION 
ESTABLISHING POLICIES RELATING TO ENDING FUND BALANCES OF 2023-2024. Roll call vote: Mills-yes; 
Baker-out; Hart-yes; Bakefelt-yes; Melendrez-out; Kirby-yes; Folden-yes. Motion carried 5/0/2. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 
ACCEPT RIGHT OF WAY FOR A PORTION OF NORTH VERDE DRIVE, NW 13TH STREET, NW 22ND AVENUE, AND 
NW 24TH AVENUE PER APPROVED PARTITION PLAT, APPROVED UNDER PLANNING ACTION 2021-07-27PTN 
It being the date advertised for a public hearing on the matter stated above, the hearing was declared open.  
There were no objections to the city’s jurisdiction to hear the action. No abstentions, ex-parte contact, or 
declarations of conflict of interest were stated.   
 
Dan Cummings, City Manager/Community Development Director, presented.  
 
The City Council, who was the governing body for the City of Ontario, needed to accept the right of way of a 
portion of North Verde Drive, NW 13th Street, NW 22nd Avenue, and NW 24th Avenue. The subject property 
had been subdivided by TMAN into two lots with public right of way being dedicated along the Western, 
Eastern, Southern, and Northern border of the property. The action required the dedication of public right of 
way for North Verde Drive, NW 13th Street, NW 22nd Avenue, and NW 24th Avenue. 
 
Construction of all the public improvements would be done at a later date during development of the property. 
The Partition was ready to be finalized and the public right of way accepted by the City Council. This subdivision 
lead the way for future development in the area with the dedication of right of way to meet the Growth and 
Desirability portions of the city. There was no financial cost to the city at this time other than normal 
maintenance of the city infrastructure developed and constructed on the property by the developer. 
 
This action needed to be completed and the right of way accepted. However, the Council could, by motion, not 
accept the right of way offered for dedication and instruct the applicant to make the street private. These 
alternatives would not meet city codes for connectivity and existing public use of portions of the roads. 
 
The Hearing was opened for public testimony.  Opponents:  None. Proponents:  None. There being no 
Proponent and no Opponent testimony, the Hearing was closed.  
 
MILLS moved, KIRBY seconded, THE CITY COUNCIL ACCEPT THE DEDICATION OF RIGHT OF WAY FOR A 
PORTION OF NORTH VERDE DRIVE, NW 13TH STREET, NW 22ND AVENUE, AND NW 24TH AVENUE AS SHOWN 
ON THE ATTACHED PARTITION PLAT, SAID PARTITION BEING APPROVED BY AN ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION ON 
JANUARY 7, 2021, UNDER PLANNING FILE 2021-07-27PTN WITH EXTENSIONS GRANTED, AND AUTHORIZE 
THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE HER SIGNATURE ON THE FINAL PLAT ACCEPTING THE DEDICATION OF RIGHT OF 
WAY AS SHOWN ON SAID PLAT. Roll call vote: Mills-yes; Baker-out; Hart-no; Bakefelt-yes; Melendrez-out; Kirby-
yes; Folden-yes. Motion carried 4/1/2. 
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RESOLUTION #2024-109: STATE REVENUE SHARING 
It being the date advertised for a public hearing on the matter stated above, the hearing was declared open.  
There were no objections to the city’s jurisdiction to hear the action. No abstentions, ex-parte contact, or 
declarations of conflict of interest were stated.   
 
Kari Ott, Finance Director, presented.  
 
The City Council was required to annually approve a formal resolution in order to elect to receive state revenues. 
The City of Ontario Budget Committee held Public Hearings on April 23 & 24, 2024, discussing the 2024-
2025 budget, which included revenue sharing from the State of Oregon. The City Council was holding a Public 
Hearing on May 28, 2024, giving the citizens an opportunity to comment on the use of State Revenue Sharing, 
pursuant to ORS 221.770. 
 
The resolution was required to be approved on or before June 30, 2024, and resolutions must be approved 
by the City Council. An election to receive state revenues was required per ORS 221.770. If the Council took 
no action, this meant the city would not be able to receive state revenues in the 2024-2025 fiscal year. 
 
The Hearing was opened for public testimony.  Opponents:  None. Proponents:  None. There being no 
Proponent and no Opponent testimony, the Hearing was closed.  
 
HART moved, BAKEFELT seconded, THE CITY COUNCIL ADOPT RESOLUTION #2024-109, A RESOLUTION 
DECLARING THE CITY'S ELECTION TO RECEIVE STATE REVENUES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2024-2025. Roll call 
vote: Mills-yes; Baker-out; Hart-yes; Bakefelt-yes; Melendrez-out; Kirby-yes; Folden-yes. Motion carried 5/0/2. 
 
RESOLUTION #2024-110: ADOPT CITY OF ONTARIO 2024-2025 ANNUAL BUDGET 
It being the date advertised for a public hearing on the matter stated above, the hearing was declared open.  
There were no objections to the city’s jurisdiction to hear the action. No abstentions, ex-parte contact, or 
declarations of conflict of interest were stated.   
 
Kari Ott, Finance Director, presented.  
 
The purpose of this agenda item, and proposed Resolution #2024-110, was to adopt and appropriate the 
budget, impose taxes upon taxable property, and categorize the taxes imposed for the fiscal year 2024-2025.  
 
The City of Ontario Budget Committee held public hearings on April 23 & 24, 2024, and approved the 2024-
2025 annual budget. The budget presented had one change from the Budget Committee recommendations. 
This was a change of $9,800, which increased the technology budget by $9,800 and decreased contingency 
by $9,800. This cost was to budget for cloud storage for offsite backup, as currently there was none. The cost 
for this was not available at the budget committee meetings, which was why it wasn't proposed in the budget. 
 
The required public hearing notice was published in the Argus Observer. The City Council was holding this 
public hearing on May 28, 2024, giving the citizens an opportunity to comment on the annual budget for 
2024-2025. 
 
The City Council would adopt and appropriate the annual budget in the amount of $49,000,173. The budget 
was required to be approved on or before June 30, 2024. A budget was required to be approved by the City 
Council per ORS 294. If a budget was not approved by June 30, 2024, the city would not be able to receive 
property taxes and spend money as of July 1, 2024. The Council could approve the budget just like the Budget 
Committee approved; however, this would not allow the city to have an offsite backup for data. 
 
The Hearing was opened for public testimony.  Opponents:  None. Proponents:  None. There being no 
Proponent and no Opponent testimony, the Hearing was closed.  
 
Councilor Kirby stated he was concerned about the $250K the city had carried forward for several years, which 
was being used as an “incentive” to get a swimming pool in Ontario. Andrew Maeda, Recreation District 
Director, had appeared before the Council recently, who stated with that money, along with another major gift 
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they had received, there would be opening bids coming and the project started. However, the Council had 
heard nothing since that presentation a few meetings ago. He would like to say to the Recreation District that 
they needed to be in contact with the public, and they were not doing that. It was frustrating to those in 
authority who had been trying to help the District, but the District was stepping on their own toes because the 
public wanted to know what was going on. If the District was short based on bids received, make that public 
aware. That might cause a benefactor to step forward who might close that gap. Overall, the public needed to 
know what was happening in the Recreation District. 
 
Councilor Hart apologized for missing the previous Council meeting, but he had read the Argus article about 
the exchange related to some officers and the public. He apologized to Chief Iwai for catching him unaware, 
as the idea had not occurred to him until just now, but he knew in that discussion it was mentioned that the 
cameras or software the department had did not have the technology that some others had, which caused the 
city to have redact or not redact, and obviously those items were probably budget-related as to why the 
department did not have those. He was curious, as they looked to the future, was that something the city 
needed to address, sooner rather than later, in the budget? Even though they had adopted the budget that 
evening, maybe there needed to be an amendment made in the near future. He’d like to know some options 
for addressing that situation, to ensure the department had the technology to benefit the officers, as well as 
the public.  
 
BAKEFELT moved, MILLS seconded,  THE CITY COUNCIL ADOPT RESOLUTION #2024-110, A RESOLUTION TO 
ADOPT AND APPROPRIATE THE ANNUAL BUDGET FOR 2024-2025, IMPOSE THE TAXES UPON TAXABLE 
PROPERTY, AND CATEGORIZE THE TAXES IMPOSED FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2024-2025. Roll call vote: Mills-
yes; Baker-out; Kirby-yes; Hart-yes; Bakefelt-yes; Melendrez-out; Folden-yes. Motion carried 5/0/2. 
 

DEPARTMENT HEAD UPDATE 
 
Public Works: Quarterly Report 
Casey Mordhorst, Public Works Director, presented.  
 
Councilor Kirby stated he drove SE 2nd that day, and the contractor had started work on installing the sidewalks, 
and a pathway had been cleared out on the south side of SE 2nd up to the encroachment over the freeway, but 
he noticed that next to MCCDC there was asphalt being removed on that side. Was that the same project? 
 
Mr. Mordhorst stated on the north side there were ADA ramps being improved. They were removing the entire 
radius, adding in new ADA ramps that were directional, and that required the asphalt. So, yes, work was being 
done on both sides.  
 
Councilor Kirby stated it was his understanding the work on SE 5th had caused some traffic problems. Was 
there a plan to assist there, on traffic movement, such as the contractor beginning the day earlier, or taking a 
break before 5:00 p.m. 
 
Mr. Mordhorst stated they were visiting multiple options. Last Thursday was the first complete shutdown. 
Overall, throughout the day, SE 5th Avenue took about 70,000 vehicles. They originally did not think that many 
cars spread out over the day would cause that big an issue on East Idaho, but they very quickly realized it did. 
Public Works, ODOT, and the contractor were working through multiple options with traffic control, work hours, 
trying to determine what would work best. They looked at potentially some temporary stop lights that could 
be installed, to keep one lane of traffic moving. Flaggers for the entire project would be extremely expensive. 
He wasn’t sure if that was even an option. For work hours, they’d looked at multiple options. Typically between 
11:00-7:00 p.m. was the busiest time on SE 5th. During that time, according to the traffic count, there was 
around 115 cars every 15 minutes at one intersection. They would continue to work with the team to determine 
what would work best, and that would satisfy ODOT. He had spoken with ODOT’s traffic engineer, and their 
traffic signal maintenance employees had tried to extend the mainline times on East Idaho to get that traffic 
moving, but side streets had more of a delay. They had to find a balance, but they’d figure it out.  
 
Councilor Kirby stated that showed that with the volume of traffic on East Idaho Avenue, if the city didn’t have 
SE 5th as an arterial, the city would be having major problems.  
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Councilor Mills stated to Mr. Mordhorst that she saw that there were 82 water meters that had been replaced 
due to failure. Were those old meters, were they under warranty, was there a section in town that those were 
being replaced, or was this all over town? 
 
Mr. Mordhorst stated it was all over town. They were older meters with no remaining warranty. When Public 
Works removed them, they were kept and returned to the vendor and a credit was received for each meter. 
There were 200 new meters scheduled for receipt in June, and while those did cost a bit of money, there were 
also rebates.  

 
 

HAND-OUTS 
 
Check Register 
April, 2024 
 
Minutes: 
County Court: 4/24/2024; 05/08/2024; 05/13/2024; 05/15/2024; 05/23/2024; 05/24/2024 
 
 

CORRESPONDENCE, COMMENTS, AND EX-OFFICIO REPORT S 
 

 Councilor Hart stated as highlighted through the presentation by Ms. Shiri from the Maker’s Faire 
report, the city does have a Strategic Plan, but it had expired. It was developed before Mr. Cummings 
was City Manager, but he challenged the Council to determine if they wanted to update the Plan, so 
it reflected the values of the city. It drove their financial decisions. Concerns were raised during the 
budget process, by some, to which he did not concur, that the city should only do things that were 
absolutely the business of the city, and they should not get involved in other things. This document 
did not reflect that. It reflected the city would do educational and some other things that were outside 
of those core items. One Councilor could not dictate what would occur, but maybe an item could be 
added to a future agenda for a discussion, and to get input from staff. The current document was over 
100 pages, and a lot of time and effort was put into its development; however, he’d advocate for 
something much smaller and more succinct. He thought it would be good for the Council and the city 
to have that discussion.  

 
ADJOURN 

 
KIRBY moved, MILLS seconded, THAT THE MEETING BE ADJOURNED. Roll call vote: Mills-yes; Baker-out; Hart-
yes; Bakefelt-yes; Melendrez-out; Kirby-yes; Folden-yes. Motion carried 5/2/0. 
 
 
ACCEPTED:       ATTEST 
 
 
____________________________________   ________________________________ 
Deborah K. Folden, Mayor     Tori Barnett, MMC, City Recorder 
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Agenda
• Transportation Safety Action Plan (TSAP) Overview
• Community and Partner Organization Engagement
• Discussion 
• Next Steps 

TAC Meeting #1
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TSAP Overview

TAC Meeting #1
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Project Purpose
• SS4A Compliant Safety Action Plan

• Reduce Fatal and Serious Injury Crashes
• Identify and Prioritize Projects and Strategies

• Engage Community 
• Address Underserved Communities
• Data-Driven
• All Users

TAC Meeting #1
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Project 
Scope

• Public roads within Ontario 
urban growth boundary

• Roadway owners
• City of Ontario
• Malheur County
• ODOT

TAC Meeting #1 5



SS4A Action Plan Components
• Vision & target(s)
• Oversight group
• Data-driven
• Engagement
• Equity/Demographics
• Projects/Strategies
• Performance measures

TAC Meeting #1
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Project Schedule

TAC Meeting #1
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Data 
Collection & 

Analysis 
(May-July)

Strategy 
Development

Safety 
Action Plan

Spring 
2024

Summer 
2024

Winter 
2024-5

Public 
Outreach #1 

(June)

Public 
Outreach #2 

(Oct)

Fall 
2024

This CC Update

PC Update CC Update



Engagement

TAC Meeting #1
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Engagement Goals and Strategy

Build awareness of the 
plan and transportation 
safety

Collect input from the 
public and stakeholders 
to understand existing 
challenges and priorities

Develop a plan that 
reflects the diverse needs 
of the community

Build buy-in to the plan’s 
vision from stakeholders, 
elected officials, and the 
public.

TAC Meeting #1
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Engagement 
Approach

TAC Meeting #1

10

Survey and Map

Public tabling events – Farmers 
Market and Alive after Five in the 
Gardens

Business outreach

TAC engagement



Discussion

TAC Meeting #1
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Vision and Targets
• Long-term vision = Zero fatal or 

serious injuries
• Two options for targets:

• Zero fatal or serious injuries by year 20XX
• Set an interim goal of a significant (50%?) 

reduction by year 20YY

TAC Meeting #1
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Items to Address in Plan
• Desired outcomes
• High-level safety concerns
• Particular locations 
• Barriers to addressing safety
• Groups that are most impacted
• Partnerships in place or needed

TAC Meeting #1
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Next Steps

TAC Meeting #1
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Next Steps 

TAC Meeting #1
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Public Outreach Round #1 – June 17th – July 1

Existing Conditions Technical Memorandum – Week of July 1st 

TAC Meeting #2 – Week of July 8th



 

 

 

  
 AGENDA REPORT 

NEW BUSINESS 
June 11, 2024 

  

 
  
  
TO: Mayor and City Council 
  
FROM: Marshall Pierce, City Engineer/Project Manager 
  
THROUGH: Danny K. Cummings, City Manager 
  
SUBJECT: CONTRACT AWARD - WARRINGTON - AIRPORT WAY/BLM CONTRACT 
  
DATE: June 4, 2024 
  
  
  
PROPOSED MOTION:   
  
I MOVE THE CITY COUNCIL TO APPROVE THE BID AWARD TO THE LOWEST RESPONSIVE 
BIDDER, WARRINGTON CONSTRUCTION, FOR $478,437.00 AND $48,000.00 FOR 
CONSTRUCTION CONTINGENCY, AND AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN ALL 
DOCUMENTS 
  
SUMMARY: 
  
Attached are two bids for the roadway and utility extensions for Airport/BLM Way project. The 
City Council needs to award the bid in order to get construction started on the project. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
  
The City of Ontario has teamed with BLM to construct roadway and utility extensions for 
Airport/BLM Way project. 
  
CURRENT SITUATION: 
  
The City went out for bid for the BLM airport project and the City received two bids in response 
to a bid invitation for the above referenced project. Two companies provided bids on the 
project, Warrington Construction at $478,437 and Tapani Inc. at $693,695. The lowest bid by 
far is from Warrington Construction; a local contractor with a good reputation in the valley. 
  
ANALYSIS: 
  
  A. STRATEGIC PLAN The project is consistent with the Strategic Plan goals. 
  
  B. FINANCIAL The total bid from Warrington came in at $478,437 and a contingency 

amount of $48,000 should be added for a total project cost estimate of $526,437. The 
City will initially front the total costs for construction and will be refunded 66% from the 
BLM Way portion (from the BLM) and 50% for the Airport Way portion (from Hotbox). 
This works out to a total City obligated amount of $168,815 of the total bid amount. The 
project has been budgeted in the 23-24 budget and carried over to the 24-25 budget in 
the Street Fund and Capital Projects UCF. 



 

 

  
  C. TIMING The low bid is valid for up to 60 days after bid opening. Time is of the essence.  
  
  D. POLICY/LEGAL City Council is required to approve contract awards. 
  
ALTERNATIVES: 
  
Council could reject bid award and the project would not move forward as planned. 
  
RECOMMENDATION: 
  
Staff recommends approval of low bid award to Warrington Construction for $478,437.00 and 
$48,000.00 for construction contingency, and authorize the City Manager to sign all 
documents.  
  
ATTACHMENTS: 
  
1. BLM WAY-Warrington-06042024115029 
2. BLM Way- Tapani-06062024133825 
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915 SW 3rd Avenue 
Ontario, OR 97914 

(541) 889-9555 
Fax: 541-889-0768 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ontario’s application for the Residential Housing Rehabilitation program is due 
September 30, 2024.  Funding would provide rehabilitation to at least 20 homes of low-
moderate income homeowners. 
 

 Published on June 1, 2024 in both Spanish and English. 
 
 
 



Public Notice and Notice of Public Hearing 

 

 The City of Ontario is eligible to apply for a 2024 Community Development Block Grant from the 
Business Oregon. Community Development Block Grant funds come from the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. The grants can be used for public facilities and housing 
improvements, primarily for persons with low and moderate incomes.  

Approximately $12 million will be awarded to Oregon non-metropolitan cities and counties in 2024. 
The maximum grant that a city or county can receive is $400,000.00.  

The City of Ontario is preparing an application for a 2024 Community Development Block Grant 
from the Business Oregon for the Malheur Residential Housing Rehabilitation Program in Malheur 
County to rehabilitate owner occupied homes of low to moderate income homeowners.  It is 
estimated that the proposed project will benefit at least 40 persons, of whom 100% will be low or 
moderate income.  

A public hearing will be held by the Ontario City Council  at 6:00 p.m. on June 11th in the Council 
Chambers at Ontario City Hall. The purpose of this hearing is for the city council to obtain citizen 
views and to respond to questions and comments about: community development and housing 
needs, especially the needs of low- and moderate-income persons, as well as other needs in the 
community that might be assisted with a Community Development Block Grant project; and the 
proposed project.  

Written comments are also welcome and must be received by June 10th at noon at City Hall, 444 
SW 4th Street.  Both oral and written comments will be considered by the city council in deciding 
whether to apply.  

The location of the hearing is accessible to persons with disabilities. Please contact City Hall at 
541-881-3201 if you will need any special accommodation to attend or participate in the meeting. 

 More information about Oregon Community Development Block Grants, the proposed project, and 
records about the City of Ontario past use of Community Development Block Grant funds is 
available for public review at City Hall 444 SW 4th Street during regular office hours. Advance notice 
is requested. If special accommodation is needed, please notify City Hall at 541-881-3201 so that 
appropriate assistance can be provided.  

Permanent involuntary displacement of persons or businesses is not anticipated as a result from 
the proposed project. If displacement becomes necessary, alternatives will be examined to 
minimize the displacement and provide required/reasonable benefits to those displaced. Any low- 
and moderate-income housing that is demolished or converted to another use will be replaced. 

To attend by zoom use the following link https://zoom.us/j/2115424962.  These calls will be 
recorded and videotaped for public record. 

Publish date: June 1, 2024 

 

https://zoom.us/j/2115424962
























 

 

 

  
 AGENDA REPORT 
PUBLIC HEARING 
June 11, 2024 

  

 
  
  
TO: Mayor and City Council 
  
FROM: Dan Cummings, City Manager/Community Development Director 
  
THROUGH: Danny K. Cummings, City Manager 
  
SUBJECT: ACCEPT RIGHT OF WAY FOR A PORTION OF NW 4TH AVENUE, PER 

APPROVED PARTITION PLAT, APPROVED UNDER PLANNING ACTION 2023-
08-13 PTN 

  
DATE: June 4, 2024 
  
  
  
PROPOSED MOTION:   
  
I MOVE THE CITY COUNCIL TO ACCEPT THE DEDICATION OF RIGHT OF WAY FOR A PORTION 
OF NW 4TH AVENUE AS SHOWN ON THE ATTACHED PARTITION PLAT, SAID PARTITION BEING 
APPROVED BY AN ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION ON SEPTEMBER 23, 2023, UNDER PLANNING 
FILE 2023-08-13PTN, WITH EXTENSIONS GRANTED, AND AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO 
EXECUTE HER SIGNATURE ON THE FINAL PLAT ACCEPTING THE DEDICATION OF RIGHT OF 
WAY AS SHOWN ON SAID PLAT. 
  
SUMMARY: 
  
The City Council, who is the governing body for the City of Ontario, needs to accept the right of 
way of a portion of NW 4th Avenue as shown on the Plat attached as an exhibit to this report. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
  
The subject property has been subdivided by Ontario Industrial Light, LLC, into three lots with 
public right of way being dedicated along the northern border of the property. The action 
requires the dedication of public right of way for a portion of NW 4th Avenue. 
  
CURRENT SITUATION: 
  
Construction of all the public improvements will be done at a later date during development of 
the property. The Partition is ready to be finalized and the public right of way accepted by the 
City Council. 
  
ANALYSIS: 
  
  A. STRATEGIC PLAN This partition leads the way for future development in the area with 

the dedication of right of way to meet the Growth and Desirability portions of the City 
Council's Strategic Plan. 

  



 

 

  B. FINANCIAL There is no financial cost to the city at this time other than normal 
maintenance of the city infrastructure developed and constructed on the property by 
the developer. 

  
  C. TIMING This action needs to be completed and the right of way accepted. 
  
  D. POLICY/LEGAL The City Council, under 10 B-55-45 for a land division involving the 

creation of streets, shall, by action of the City Council at a public hearing, approve the 
final plat by motion accepting the public right of way, and the Mayor and planning 
officials shall sign the Plat. 

  
ALTERNATIVES: 
  
The alternative could be to not accept the right of way. 
 
The Council could, by motion, not accept the right of way offered for dedication and instruct 
the applicant to make the street private. These alternatives would not meet city codes for 
connectivity and existing public use of portions of the roads. 
  
RECOMMENDATION: 
  
Staff recommends that the Council approve the request for the dedication of the street right of 
way and authorize the Mayor to sign the Plat and acceptance of the right of ways as shown on 
the attached Plat. 
  
ATTACHMENTS: 
  
1. Castlewood Partition Plat 6-4-24 
 











Ontario Airport
Semi-Annual Update (April 2024)



Agenda

• Past

• Present

• Future

• Questions



Past



Fence Projects
• West 4ft fence is removed and Kiwanis Group on Serve Day will remove 

and set up in Lanterman Park.
• New 7ft West fence is 100% complete and within budget.



Airport Improvements
• Workshop renovation is complete and provides plenty of shelter for 

equipment and access to the east side development.
• Fall ground discing and weed spraying prepared a great start to spring 

grass growth and dust control.
• Spring Ontario Speedway event “Race the Maze” successfully had 35 

racers and close to 200 spectators.
• Hangar inspections have resulted in an additional 34 based aircraft, 

and 18 aircraft sold and/or removed from registry.
• Abandoned aircraft are resolved by relocation, sold, or fees paid.
• Silverhawk has repaired water damaged ceilings and completed 

several needed repairs to the hangar.



Airport Sliding Gate Repairs
• After several expensive electrical callouts and repeated malfunctions, 

started trouble shooting the gates errors.
• Successfully found moisture ingress in poorly installed caps and wire 

joints.
• Repaired cables, swapped caps, and gates now functioning with 

minimal issues.



Present



Airport Operations & Events
• Flight School Growth: 1 new Lead Flight Instructor, 2 new flight 

instructors, and 12 new aviation students.
• Successful local youth group service day for the upcoming airport 

events.
• Increase in local group field trips to the Airport and Museum.
• Early spring start has given the grounds an excellent start to a clean 

and green season for the coming fly–ins and STOL event.
• Sponsorship funds are growing with 126 invitations sent out for

the 2024- 2025 Event Season closing on July 1, 2024.



Airport Events and Fly-Ins



Winter Experience
• 90+ hours of snow removal for winter season 



East Side Development
• East side fence project was not approved by FAA grant funds. 
• Connect Oregon 9 grant application was submitted in March, successful 

applicants will be notified in May/June 2024.
• BLM Aviation Base Design phase is progressing well.
• Corporate Apron Expansion bids were much more than expected.
• With the increases in construction bids, staff is considering re-bidding jobs 

in the fall to reduce construction cost, and to find and apply for further 
grants.



Airport Improvements
• EAA Volunteers are gearing up for event preparations for 2024.
• Painting and more improvements are on the list for airport beautification.
• Lawn roller parts have been sourced to construct an airport roller for full 

time use on the grass strip.



Airport Grounds Control
• Preventative weed control, ground sterilant and pest control are working 

well this year from catch up last year.
• Jacob’s ground contract is responsible for grass mowing, irrigation, and 

weed control.
• Blue Ground NW Sterilant is complete under contract through Jacob’s.
• Fish & Wildlife - 2yr contract to remove all rodents and pests from airport 

premise up to May 14, 2025.



Hangar Leases
• Two bare land site lease owners are struggling to find 

competitive pricing for hangar development.
• Sublessee’s wait list is growing, due to lack of available 

hangars to rent.
• Two potential hangar developers have visited the airport and 

are interested in the growth opportunities at Ontario Airport.
• One developer planning to relocate to Ontario in June 2024



Future



Airport Growth
• East Side Development

• BLM SEAT Base
• Corporate Apron Expansion
• Future hangars both corporate and private
• Potential for three new hangars

• West Side Development
• Future growth as part of the Airport Master Plan
• Grass strip welcomes STOL Bush planes and Backcountry 

pilots up to 20 aircrafts on one weekend.
• National STOL (Short Take Off and Landing)competitions
• Ontario Speedway events



Airport Growth



Airport Growth



Airport Museum  
• Grumman S2F-1 Tracker - restoration has been going well. Plans are to 

have this aircraft airworthy and flying in May 2024.
• North American 1947 Navion - restoration has commenced and currently 

being assessed for repairs.
• Harrier GR3 - expected to be functional in September 2024, but not   

airworthy.



F-4 Display
• Airport Museum is making progress to restoring the F-4 paint work.
• Static display is funded through the V&C Board grant.
• Recent Fly-ins have helped to fundraise for painting, decals, and future 

static display mount.



Future Airport Events: Fly-in 
and Airshows
• Fly-In Scheduled Event: May 11, 2024

• National STOL competition: September 6 & 7, 2024, and May 3, 2025

• Ontario Speedway has planned more events through the 2024 year.



Questions
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Response Stats 

 
 

Fire Prevention: 
• Inspections: Holiday Inn, Ontario Middle School addition, EOCIL, Waremart, and TV 

Children’s Relief Nursery. 
• Chief Benson attended several PDACs.  
• Charlotte and the crews processed several burn permits.  

 
 

Burn Permits Issued: 
                   City Open Burns – 2                                            Rural Open Burns – 41 
                  City Burn Barrels - 0                     Rural Burn Barrels - 11  

 
 
 
 
 

May 2024 Calls for Service City Rural Total  

Medical Emergencies 104 16 120  

Tiered Medical Calls (Non-Emergency) 25 0 25 17% 

Fire Related Calls 25 13 38 21% 

Hazmat 0 0 0  

Generals 5 6 11  

Mutual Aid Given 1 2 3  

Overdoses 1 0 1  

Total 154 29 183  

 84% 16%    
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• Hazmat Awareness and Ops 
• Live fire 
• Oregon Fire Chiefs Conference 
• SRV Academy 

• Hose advancement 
• Rural water operations 
• Mega code (CPR) 
• Wildland fire 

Department Updates 
• 6 Firefighters attended the SRV Training academy. 
• Chief Benson attended the Oregon Fire Chief’s Conference in Bend.  
• Wildland staffing grant: Chief Benson opened 3 part time, seasonal positions to be 

covered by the OSFM wildland staffing grant that we received last month. Two positions 
are currently filled and will start on July 1st. 

• Grant applications: We received notification that we were awarded the Bush-Anheuser 
water grant and will be receiving a pallet of water from them soon. 
We are waiting to hear whether we will be receiving any FEMA or OEM funding. 

• R1 broke down on a fire and had to be towed for repairs. A new radiator was installed 
and R1 is now back in service. 

• 5 members of our HAZMAT team attended the Oregon HAZMAT conference in Sunriver. 
 

Firefighter Training 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Community Involvement 

• Touch a Truck – May 4th  
Firefighters took Tower 199 to the Ontario High School for touch a truck – an event 
created to allow children to explore different types of emergency vehicles. 

• National Night Out Committee: 
Chief Benson and Charlotte continue to serve on the NNO committee. 

• Pancake Breakfast 
We hosted our annual pancake breakfast and loved seeing so many of our community 
members join us for a delicious breakfast. 

• Clark family clean-up day 
A group of firefighters spent a morning helping a past firefighter’s wife clean up her 
property. Mike Clark was a volunteer firefighter with OFD and a lifetime member. He 
passed earlier this year and we wanted to give back to them. 

• Chief Benson attended the Ontario Area Chamber of Commerce May meeting.  
• Chief Benson and Charlotte attended the Local Emergency Planning Committee 

meeting.  
• Chief Benson attended the Ontario Technical Advisory Committee meeting.  
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Significant Incidents 
May 11th: Crews responded to a natural gas leak. Evacuations were completed and crews stood 
by while Cascade gas turned off the gas, no injuries reported. 

May 21st: A general alarm was sent for a plane crash 
at the Ontario Airport. The pilot was able to self-
extricate and was transported with burn injuries.  

May 22nd: OFD and Fruitland fire responded to a fully 
involved garage fire on Arata Way. The fire was 
contained to the garage. The occupants lost 2 
vehicles, 2 four wheelers and the entire contents of 
the garage; no injuries reported. Cause – electrical. 
 
May 22nd: OFD sent Tower 199 on a mutual aid fire in Baker City. The old middle school was 
sadly lost in a blazing fire; no injuries were reported. 
 
May 24th: OFD received back-to-back fire calls. The first was for a brush fire on Peterson Rd. A 
controlled burn that had gotten out of control, potentially due to the strong winds that we 
were having. 

The second was a shed that was on fire on Alameda 
Dr behind Tractor Supply. The embers from the shed 
caught the grass behind the shed on fire creating a 
brush fire. Crews were able to quickly extinguish both 
fires without further incident. 

May 25th: OFD sent a crew to assist Vale Fire with a 
large brush fire that was threatening structures on 
the property. 

May 28th: R1 responded to a grass fire on Stanton 
Blvd. The fire was reported to be spreading fast. Crews were able to extinguish the fire quickly, 
the cause of the fire was believed to be the lawn mower. 

May 29th: A general alarm was sent for a house on fire on Lincoln Dr in the early hours of the 
morning. OFD with the assistance of Nyssa Fire were able to extinguish the fire without any 
further spread. No injuries reported. The cause of the fire appears to be electrical. 

May 30th: Firefighters responded to a camper on fire near NW 22nd Ave/ NW 11th St. The fire 
started after the occupant fell asleep while smoking a cigarette. 
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Lions Park Shelter 
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May Business Review 

May 2024 Prepared by Jacobs for: CITY OF ONTARIO/PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

Monthly Business Review 
 

Public Works Department 

Contents: 

 

• ENGINEERING DEVELOPMENT REVIEW SUMMARY 

• WATER TREATMENT PLANT AND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM SUMMARY 

• WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANTAND COLLECTION SYSTEM SUMMARY 

• OPERATIONS MAINTENANCE SUMMARY 

• FACILITIES, CEMETERIES & PARKS 

• APPENDIX 

  

SE 5th Ave. Sidewalk Project 
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May Business Review 

May 2024 Prepared by Jacobs for: CITY OF ONTARIO/PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW 
ACTIVITIES MAY 2024 

• Issued 3 ROW Permits. 

• Issued 5 New Addresses to new residences. 

• Issued New Address to Commercial lot. 

• Attended 1 PDAC meeting to discuss the expansion of a business. 

• Attended 1 PDAC meeting to discuss new businesses. 

• Attended 1 PDAC meeting to discuss the addition of residential housing. 

• Attended the Jacobs monthly safety meeting. 

• Inspected the abandonment of 1 Backflow device on irrigation systems. 

• Mailed out 165 backflow test notifications due by the end of May. 

• Mailed out 116 backflow test 2nd notifications. 

• Multiple plan reviews for new construction. 

• Multiple construction inspections. 

• Tapadera Lift Station- Is completed. 

• City Hall Elevator Modernization is in the engineering process. 

• Water Treatment Plant Expansion continues. 

Hydrant Relocation 

Lions Park Shelter 
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May Business Review 

May 2024 Prepared by Jacobs for: CITY OF ONTARIO/PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

  

Lamp post for Sewer Main SE 5th Sidewalk Project 

SE 5th Sidewalk Project 
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May Business Review 

May 2024 Prepared by Jacobs for: CITY OF ONTARIO/PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

 

WATER: TREATMENT PLANT AND DISTRIBUTION SUMMARY 
ACTIVITIES MAY 2024 

• Water treatment staff run diagnostic checks (jar testing) weekly to ensure that the chemical 

dosing is correct for the river water quality. 

• Monthly Bacterial samples taken. 

• UCMR5 samples taken. 

• Old Plant Filter Assessments complete, awaiting report. 

• 10 leak checks. 

• 21 water meters turned on customer request. 

• 20 meters checked for high consumption. 

• 14 meters off customer request. 

• 25 meters read verified. 

• 33 meters off for nonpayment. 

• 28 meters on for payment. 

High Service Pump #1 

removed for service & repair 
WesTech #3 Waste Gate repaired: 

Construction Complete 
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May Business Review 

May 2024 Prepared by Jacobs for: CITY OF ONTARIO/PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

  

Landscaping and Weed control. 
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May Business Review 

May 2024 Prepared by Jacobs for: CITY OF ONTARIO/PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

 

WATER: TREATMENT PLANT AND DISTRIBUTION SUMMARY 
ACTIVITIES MAY 2024 
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May 2024 Prepared by Jacobs for: CITY OF ONTARIO/PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT AND COLLECTION SYSTEM SUMMARY 
ACTIVITIES MAY 2024 

• All sampling per the 2019 NPDES permit has been completed. 

• All piezometer readings taken for the month. 

• All work orders and lawn maintenance were completed for the month. 

• As of May 30th, we have 19.4 days of storage in the WWTP Lagoons. 

• The contracted farmer has been land applying our recycled water and Malheur River water to 

their perspective farms. 

• Skyline Reservoir is currently at 13.4 ft of storage.  

• All aerator preventive maintenance was performed this month.  

• Buffer zones on Malheur fields were mowed. 
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May Business Review 

May 2024 Prepared by Jacobs for: CITY OF ONTARIO/PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 
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May Business Review 

May 2024 Prepared by Jacobs for: CITY OF ONTARIO/PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

OPERATIONS MAINTENANCE: STREETS AND COLLECTION/DISTRIBUTION 

SUMMARY 
ACTIVITIES MAY 2024 

• Trimmed weeds along Verde Ave. 

• Two rounds of underpass and downtown sweeping. 

• Trimmed weeds along E Idaho Ave. 

• Repair street sign on Washington Ave. 

• Installed 5 new bike lane signs. 

• Repaired stop sign on College Green Dr. 

• Repaired city limit sign on Sunset Dr.  

• Performed routine maintenance on equipment.  

• Hauled bleachers to airport for event. 

• Set up traffic control for event on 3rd ST. 

• Took loader and dump truck to event at high school. 

• Picked up trash on E IDAHO AVE. 

• Hung no parking sign at homeless camp. 

• Patch back asphalt on SE 5th at railroad tracks.  

• Set up road closers for fire department on Sears Dr.  

• Repaired main brake on NE 2ND Ave. 

• Dug trench at fairgrounds to locate water main. 

• Cleaned runway at airport due to plane crash. 

• Painted curb on Hillcrest Dr. 

• Continue fire hydrant numbers. 

• Clean sewer main as courtesy at SW 5TH Ave.  

• Continue crack sealing SE 9TH AVE. 

• Clean sewer main as courtesy on SW 6TH ST.  

• Repair on leaking water valve on NW 8TH AVE. 

• Clean sewer main as courtesy on SW 3RD ST. 

• Paint graffiti in under pass tunnels. 

• Repaired meter box on SW 5TH AVE. 

• Repair water box at RV dump. 

• 5 new meters installed. 

• 1 water meter changed out.  

• 70 utility locates completed.  
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May Business Review 

May 2024 Prepared by Jacobs for: CITY OF ONTARIO/PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

OPERATIONS MAINTENANCE: STREETS AND COLLECTION/DISTRIBUTION 

SUMMARY 
ACTIVITIES MAY 2024 

  

Patched asphalt on SE 5th at the 

Railroad Tracks. 
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May Business Review 

May 2024 Prepared by Jacobs for: CITY OF ONTARIO/PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

FACILITIES, CEMETERIES, AND PARKS SUMMARY 
ACTIVITIES MAY 2024 

 

• Repaired a leak in the sprinkler system at Laxon park. 

• Completed the floor in the Fire station restroom. 

• Replaced two water system clocks one at City Hall and one at Moore Park someone broke 

into them and took the program screens. 

• Having the radiator fixed in the generator at City Hall, so we had to get a portable one 

while it is getting fixed. 

• 3 burials at Evergreen Cemetery, and 0 at Sunset Cemetery. 

  

Completed floor in the 

Fire station restroom. 

Leak in Laxson Park 

Damaged Water Timer 
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May Business Review 

May 2024 Prepared by Jacobs for: CITY OF ONTARIO/PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

 

OPERATIONS MAINTENANCE: BUILDINGS, PARKS, CEMETERIES AND 

STREETS SUMMARY 

  

Preventative 
Maintenance, 79%

1% Sampling

16% Corrective 
Maintenance

1% Service 
Requests 2% Safety

1% Line Locates
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May Business Review 

May 2024 Prepared by Jacobs for: CITY OF ONTARIO/PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

APPENDIX 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT  

The City of Ontario Public Works Department consists of five Divisions that include 
Administration, Engineering, Water Treatment and Distribution, Wastewater Treatment 
and Operations (Streets, Stormwater, Buildings, Parks, and Cemeteries). The 
Department has 30 FTEs (full-time equivalent) employees. This service is provided via a 
Public-Private Partnership with Jacobs Engineering Group, INC.   

Public Works maintains a water system that complies with the EPA and Division of Health 
requirements. Staff also maintains the Wastewater Collection system and Wastewater 
Treatment facilities to meet DEQ standards. These same employees provide sewer and 
water line construction and maintenance to the City’s transportation system (i.e.: streets, 
sidewalks, bicycle paths, storm-sewer systems, and other infrastructure within the city). 

ADMINISTRATION   

The Administration Division is responsible for the delivery of all of the contractual 

obligations and oversees the financial, human resource and all resource management 

processes. The Administrative Staff evaluate the needs for contracted services, 

implementing necessary service agreements, developing energy management 

strategies, and formulating short- and long-term programs and plans in conjunction with 

City Administration (City Management and City Council). 

ENGINEERING   

The Engineering Division Department works with other utilities, developers, and property 
owners in addressing utility issues, public improvements, subdivision development, local 
improvement districts and other municipal projects. The Department also maintains a set 
of Standard Specifications for providing uniform procedures for the installation. The staff 
reviews and approves construction plans for subdivisions, partitions, streets, sanitary 
sewer, water lines, and storm drainage construction projects. They also design projects, 
prepare bid documents, and provide project management for Public Works Capital 
Improvement Program (CIP) project improvements. 
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The Geographic Information System (GIS) database is maintained by Engineering 
Department staff.  The department also provides support to the city by creating, 
analyzing, and maintaining the city’s geographical digital data. They provide updates to 
the record maps for all city utilities, right-of-way, easements, land division plots, and city 
base maps.  

OPERATIONS MAINTENANCE  

Public Works maintains more than 122 lane miles of improved streets and more than 9 
miles of alleys and is responsible for resurfacing, repairing, and maintaining the streets, 
installing, and maintaining street signs and markings, tree trimming, and repairing all 
established pavement markings. This Division also completes excavation and repair of 
deteriorating streets, gravel road grading, street sweeping, crack sealing, chip sealing, 
snow removal and sanding during the winter months, and weed control along the 
alleys. Public Works assist Ontario Chamber of Commerce by placing Holiday 
decorations on streetlights during the season.   

As part of the annual Street 

Maintenance Program, crews chip 

seal street surfaces in the summer 

months to protect them from water and 

weather damage and to keep them in 

good condition.  Chip seal roadway 

treatments help to maintain the 

existing pavement, delaying further 

aging resulting from water and sun, 

and provides a moisture barrier to existing pavements by sealing surficial cracks. A chip 

seal application provides substantial savings to taxpayers and can last 8 to 10 years with 

just minimal roadway maintenance required. The city chip seals approximately 10 miles 

of streets per year. 

The Ontario Park system consists of both active and passive recreational areas. There 

are four neighborhood parks, one community park, one large urban park, and numerous 

special use sites in the park system. In total, the city owns 13 park and recreational areas 

representing more than 1,012 acres of land. The city also owns the Wayne King 

Skateboard Park. There are two municipally owned and operated Cemeteries – 

Evergreen and Sunset Cemeteries. The Operations Division is responsible for the 

operation and maintenance of those areas. Included in their responsibilities are all 

municipal buildings. This includes general maintenance and repair work, the 

implementation of preventative maintenance programs, and the administering of service 

contracts (janitorial, HVAC, electrical, elevator, etc.). This division is also charged with 

the oversight of facility-related projects, including remodels and systems upgrades.  

 

ONTARIO PUBLIC WORKS MAINTAINS MORE THAN       

122 LANE MILES OF IMPROVED STREETS   9 MILES OF 

ALLEYS    CHIP SEALS LAST A MINIMUM OF 8 YEARS, AND 

PUBLIC WORKS CHIP SEALS 7 MILES PER YEAR 56 MILES 

OF STORM DRAIN COLLECTION LINES,   AND 1,450 CATCH 

BASINS 
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WATER TREATMENT PLANT 

 

Water treatment plant staff is responsible for treatment of the city’s drinking water supply. 
They must reliably produce high-quality water in adequate volume to meet city needs. 
Besides the daily laboratory checks, there are monthly, quarterly, and yearly reports.  

There are two sources of water for Ontario’s estimated 11,090 residents: 80 percent 
comes from the Snake River and 20 percent comes from wells. Two plants treat the City’s 
water. One is a conventional filtration plant and the other is an up-flow clarifier. The steps 
for treatment are flocculation, sedimentation, filtration, and disinfection, which meet the 
compliance of the Oregon Health 
Authority (OHA). 

The Oregon Health Authority 
requires an operator be on duty 365 
days a year. Ontario customers 
account for 3,845 water services, 
not including Snake River 
Correctional Institute (SRCI). 

The Water Treatment Plant has a 
reliable capacity (capacity with the largest pump out of service) of 8.3 Million Gallons Per 
Day (MGD) and a maximum capacity of 11 MGD. The water treatment plant average 
production is 6 MGD and the City’s largest industrial user, Heinz Frozen Foods, uses an 
average of 2.2 MGD of that water.  

The City retains surface and groundwater rights permits for a combined total of 38.23 
cubic feet per second (cfs), 24.71 MGD for municipal use. One hundred percent (100%) 
of the City’s potable water is treated and disinfected at the water treatment plant. The 
plant has an original 8-MGD design capacity based on the optimum filter loading rates. 
The City expanded its treatment capacity in 2006, through the addition of two adsorption 
clarification and filtration tanks. 

Water Distribution System include maintenance and repair of approximately 97 miles of 

water lines and 3,625 services that include service installations, mainline installation, 

meter reading, maintenance of more than 600 fire hydrants, and valve exercising of more 

than 1,700 water valves. 

  

THE WATER TREATMENT PLANT HAS A RELIABLE CAPACITY OF 

8.3 MGD AND A MAXIMUM CAPACITY OF 11 MGD. 

APPROXIMATELY 80 PERCENT OF WATER COMES FROM THE 

SNAKE RIVER, THE OTHER 20 PERCENT FROM WELLS. 

MAINTAINS 80 MILES OF WATER MAINS.  
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WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 
 

The wastewater treatment plant collects wastewater from the entire city and SRCI. The 
prison accounts for approximately 16 percent of the flow to the plant. 

Wastewater treatment plant operators use a conventional treatment system of aerated 
lagoons and secondary chlorination 
treatment. Effluent from the treatment 
process is used to irrigate forage crops 
during the growing season. Nine lift stations 
transport sanitary sewer waste to the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant. Wastewater is 
screened and the flow measured at the 
headworks. Five cells (lagoons) with 25 
mechanical aerators assist with biological 
treatment. Onsite generation of chlorine is used for disinfection. 

Average discharge volume is approximately 1.5 MGD. Winter discharge is to the 
Snake River from November through March. Summer discharge is land applied to 
approximately 353 acres of cropland at the Skyline Farm. Sewer collection duties include 
maintenance and repair of approximately 78 miles of sanitary sewer lines within the city. 
Responsibilities include constructing new pipelines, cleaning all gravity sanitary sewer 
lines, repairing or replacing sanitary sewer lines as needed, providing line locations for all 
water and sewer lines, and maintaining eight lift stations plus a bar screen and one lift 
station from SRCI. The city has approximately 56 miles of storm drain collection lines and 
1,450 catch basins throughout city limits. Duties include storm drain maintenance and 
repair, cleaning of approximately 11 miles of storm drain lines, and cleaning the catch 
basins. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS MAINTAINS 78 MILES OF SANITARY 

SEWER LINES THROUGHOUT    CITY LIMITS  
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