
MISSION STATEMENT: TO CREATE A HEALTHY, SAFE, DIVERSE, AND PROSPEROUS CITY  
BY ENGAGING COMMUNITY MEMBERS TO DEVELOP AN ENRICHED QUALITY OF LIFE. 

 

COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 
CITY COUNCIL – CITY OF ONTARIO OREGON 

TUESDAY, JUNE 10, 2025, 6:00 PM, MT 
Zoom Link 

 

 

 

Pursuant to the Public Meetings Laws and Rules within the Oregon Revised Statutes, the City Council has the authority, ability, and standing to take action on any items 
on the Agenda, or add items to the Agenda, during the Study Session or Regular Meeting, as long as all public meeting notice requirements have been met. 

The City Council may recess/adjourn to Executive Session under ORS 192.660(2) as follows: (a) Employment of Public Officers, Employees, or Agents; (b) Discipline of Public Officers, Employees, or Agents; (d) Labor Negotiations; (e) Real Property Transactions; (f) 
Exempt Public Records; (g) Trade Negotiations; (h) Litigation [Current or Potential]/Consult with Legal Counsel; (i) Performance Evaluation of Public Officers and Employees; (j) Trade Negotiations; and/or (l) Labor Negotiations. 
 
The City of Ontario does not discriminate in providing access to its programs, services and activities on the basis of race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, political affiliation, sex, age, marital status, physical or mental disability, or any other inappropriate reason 
prohibited by law or policy of the state or federal government.  Should a person need special accommodations or interpretation services, contact the City at 889-7684 at least one working day prior to the need for services and every reasonable effort to accommodate 
the need will be made.  

  
1) CALL TO ORDER  
  Roll Call: Susann Mills            Michael Braden            Ken Hart ____ Adrianna Contreras             John Kirby _____  

Council President Penny Bakefelt            Mayor Deborah Folden            
  
2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
  
This Agenda was posted on June 6, 2025. Copies of the Agenda are available from the City Hall Customer Service Counter and on the 
city's website at www.ontariooregon.org. 
  
3) MOTION TO ADOPT THE AGENDA  
  
4) CONSENT AGENDA  
  A) Adoption of City Council Meeting Minutes: May 27, 2025 
  B) Liquor License Change of Ownership Name Gonzaga Mexican Cafeteria LLC 
  
5) PUBLIC COMMENTS Citizens may address the Council; however, Council may not be able to provide an immediate answer or response. Out of 

respect to the Council and others in attendance, please limit your comment to three (3) minutes. Please state your name and city of residence for the 
record. 

  
6) NEW BUSINESS  
  A) Hartman Land Lease 
  B) Accept Public Utility Easement for Fire Line and Other Public Utilities for a Mini-Storage Facility 
  C) Task Order Award: Keller Associates Sewer Collection System Rehab 
  
7) DEPARTMENT HEAD UPDATES  
  A) Community Development: Quarterly Report 
  B) Monthly Financial Report 
  
8) CORRESPONDENCE, COMMENTS AND EX-OFFICIO REPORTS  
  
9) ADJOURN  
 

https://zoom.us/j/2115424962
www.ontariooregon.org
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                           CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
                                   May 27, 2025 
 

 

The scheduled meeting of the Ontario City Council was called to order by Mayor Deborah Folden at 6:00 p.m. 
on Tuesday, May 27, 2025, in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present were Deborah 
Folden, Ken Hart, Susann Mills, Michael Braden, John Kirby, and Adrianna Contreras. Penny Bakefelt was 
excused. 

Staff present were Dan Cummings, Tori Barnett, Corinna Hysell, Clint Benson, Casey Mordhorst, Kari Ott, Jason 
Cooper, Tatiana Burgess, Al Haun, Andy Wood, and Marshall Pierce.   

The meeting was recorded, and copies are available at City Hall.   

AGENDA 
 
This Agenda was posted Friday, May 23, 2025. Copies of the Agenda are available from the City Hall Customer 
Service Counter and on the city’s website www.ontariooregon.org. 
 
KIRBY moved, MILLS seconded, TO ADOPT THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED.  Roll call vote: Mills-yes; Braden-yes; 
Kirby-yes; Hart-yes; Contreras-yes; Bakefelt-out; Folden-yes. Motion carried 6/0/1. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
BAKEFELT moved, CONTRERAS seconded, TO ADOPT THE CONSENT AGENDA, WHICH CONSISTED OF 
ADOPTION OF THE COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF APRIL 22, 2025. Roll call vote: Mills-yes; Braden-yes; 
Kirby-yes; Hart-yes; Contreras-yes; Bakefelt-out; Folden-yes. Motion carried 6/0/1.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT(S) 
 
Michelle Manning, Ontario, stated: I’m from here in Ontario, for the last five years, and the issues that I would 
like to discuss with you are noise issues. We’re already dealing with Dutch Bros and their external speakers,  
6:00 in the morning they start blaring their music. And then here a couple weekends ago, the city gave my 
neighbors a permit to play their music until 1:00 o’clock in the morning and it wasn’t quietly. So, I was 
wondering, why, until 1:00 in the morning if there’s already an ordinance in place that says ten or eleven 
o’clock.  
 
Mayor Folden stated asked staff if there was an ordinance that allowed for a special activity, maybe on a 
weekend. 
 
Ms. Manning: All of the neighbors called and tried to get them to shut it down, but they were told they have a 
permit.  
 
Mayor Folden stated she did not currently have the answer, but asked staff if there was an answer. 
 
Mr. Cummings stated staff could research if a permit was issued. Who was it? 
 
Ms. Manning: Next door neighbors. I don’t know the house address.  
 
Mr. Cummings verified it was a private home address doing this. 
 
Ms. Manning: Yes, in a residential area, and they were granted their permit until 1:00 o’clock in the morning. 
 

http://www.ontariooregon.org/
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Mayor Folden confirmed staff had Ms. Manning’s contact information, and it would be looked into. 
 
Ms. Manning: I would greatly appreciate it.  
 
Mr. Cummings stated he thought there was probably no permit, but he didn’t know until it was looked up. 
 
Ms. Manning: Well, and they do it every weekend. So, I’m already frustrated, and then for them to so “oh we’ve 
got a permit until 1:00 o’clock.  
 
Mr. Cummings stated Ms. Manning was correct in that the noise ordinance stated after 11:00 it was not 
permitted, but the city did allow special events to go longer, but seldom were they granted to residential 
homes.  
 
Ms. Manning: I can guarantee you that you’ll have all of Hillcrest calling, Verde and Arcada.   
 
Mr. Cummings stated staff would look into the issue.  
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 
Resolution #2025-113: Security Grant Program Update 
Dan Cummings, City Manager, presented. 
 
The Ontario Security Grant Program was created by Resolution #2021-122 to provide businesses with financial 
assistance to improve physical security and deter crime in commercially zoned areas of the city. At the May 14, 
2025, budget hearing, the Budget Committee recommended increasing the maximum grant amount from $500 
to $1,000. Resolution #2025–113 amends Resolution #2021-122 to reflect this increase. 
 
Businesses located in Commercial Zones C-1, C-2, C-2H, C-3, and Commercial Use Apartment Building 
(Complex) of 10 units or more in any zone within city limits, were eligible for a dollar-for- dollar matching grant 
of up to $500 as established by Resolution #2021-122. Businesses were required to complete and submit an 
application with the required attachments. Applications would be reviewed and approved by a panel consisting 
of the City Manager, Assistant to the City Manager, Police Chief (or designee), and Fire Chief (or designee). 
 
To begin the budget process, the City Council would review and revise the Council Strategic Plan. In 2021, 
Council added Strategy 4: The Business Climate to the Growth goal. This strategy included a focus on growing 
and retaining businesses. In 2021, the Budget Committee approved $25,000 for a grant program which would 
provide money to businesses for security improvements. The structure of the program was generally based on 
the existing Façade Grant Program. Staff also partnered with the Small Business Development Center for input 
on business needs and vulnerabilities. 
 
Funds for this program first became available at the beginning of fiscal year 2021, and had been carried over 
each year during the budget cycle. There had not been a large interest in the program, with the last grant 
applied for in 2023. As of the May 14, 2025, budget meetings, there was a balance of $19,500 in the fund.  
 
At the May 14, 2025, budget meeting, the Budget Committee recommended increasing the maximum grant 
amount from $500 to $1,000. Resolution #2025–113 amended Resolution 
#2021-122 to reflect this increase. 
 
Due to the increase in crime at multifamily apartment complexes, staff was further recommending adding 
Apartment Buildings (Complexes) of 10 units or more in any zone to the program, as well as the CD (College 
District) and PF (Public Facility) zones, to allow schools to apply. An applicant could also apply to the City 
Council to allow for a grant at a site of mass gathering on a case-by-case basis, which would require approval 
by the City Council. 
 
 



City of Ontario 444 SW 4th Street Ontario, OR  97914 

 

  Ontario City Council Minutes: May 27, 2025 Page 3 

 

 

The application and guidelines of the program needed to be amended to reflect the recommendations in this 
report and approved through a resolution by the Council before it was initiated. This action corresponded 
directly with growing and retaining businesses, which was part of the Strategic Plan of the Council: The Business 
Climate of the Growth goal of the strategic plan. Providing these funds would help businesses keep their 
property and employees safe. 
 
MILLS moved, KIRBY seconded, THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE RESOLUTION #2025-113, A RESOLUTION 
AMENDING RESOLUTION #2021-122, THE GRANT GUIDELINES AND APPLICATION FOR THE ONTARIO 
SECURITY GRANT PROGRAM INCREASING THE MAXIMUM GRANT AMOUNT TO $1,000.00 AND ADDING OTHER 
ALLOWED GRANT AREAS. TO ADOPT THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED.  Roll call vote: Mills-yes; Braden-yes; Kirby-
yes; Hart-yes; Contreras-yes; Bakefelt-out; Folden-yes. Motion carried 6/0/1. 
 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
Bid Award: East Lane Rehab Project 
Marshall Pierce, City Engineer (Jacobs) presented.  
 
This project had been on the city's horizon for quite some time as a priority project need. The city budgeted 
1.8M to cover the total project cost. The project was bid in April, and the city only received one responsive, 
qualified bid, within budget, in response for the above referenced project bid, from Granite Construction 
Company, in the amount of 
$1,077,220. 
 
The City budgeted $1.8M for FY 25-26 for this project. $729,497 of this amount came from the fund exchange, 
the remaining was set aside from marijuana funds. With the bid amount received, this would enable services 
during construction and a 10% construction contingency within the budgeted amount. 
 
HART moved, CONTRERAS seconded, THE CITY COUNCIL CITY COUNCIL APPROVE THE BID AWARD TO THE 
LOWEST RESPONSIVE BIDDER, GRANITE CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, FOR $1,070,220 AND A 10% 
($107,022) FOR CONSTRUCTION CONTINGENCY, AND AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN ALL 
DOCUMENTS. Roll call vote: Mills-yes; Braden-yes; Kirby-yes; Hart-yes; Contreras-yes; Bakefelt-out; Folden-yes. 
Motion carried 6/0/1. 
 
Task Order Amendment (Jacobs): Service During Construction for East Lane 
Marshall Pierce, City Engineer (Jacobs) presented.  
 
This project had been on the city's horizon for several years and identified as a transportation/roadway project 
need. The design was completed last year, and bidding performed this spring. With intent to award the project 
to the lowest responsive bidder, the city would need the engineer to perform Services During Construction 
(SDC). 
 
To move the project through the final construction phase, the city needed to secure engineering support. 
Jacobs Engineering, who designed the project and had provided the attached Task Order identifying a scope 
of work and fee to support the construction management phase of this project. 
 
The project had been bid and the city is in a position to award the project. To start that process, the city 
needed an engineering team to review submittals and other administrative items, construction/field visits, 
testing information, pay applications, and coordinate with the city on the contractors performance comparing 
against the specifications. The City Engineer reviewed the Task Order and was comfortable with the Scope of 
Services and the fee established. 
 
The overall project was within city's budgeted amount of 1.8M. These funds were $729,497 from fund 
exchange dollars with the remaining set aside from marijuana tax funds.  
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With a contractor bid award, the city would need to award the services during construction contractor prior to 
construction commencing. Not awarding would endanger the bid and project as services during construction 
was required with a project of this scale. 
 
KIRBY moved, HART seconded, THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE THE JACOBS ENGINEERING TASK ORDER 
AMENDMENT TO PROVIDE SERVICES DURING CONSTRUCTION FOR THE EAST LANE REHAB PROJECT, IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $140,298.40. Roll call vote: Mills-yes; Braden-yes; Kirby-yes; Hart-yes; Contreras-yes; Bakefelt-
out; Folden-yes. Motion carried 6/0/1. 
 
Task Order Award: Anderson Perry (AP) Surface Water Rights for New Intake 
Marshall Pierce, City Engineer (Jacobs) presented.  
 
The city currently held a surface water right permit issued through the Oregon Water Resources Department 
(OWRD) The permit was beyond its "completion date" established in the permit. The city previously filed an 
extension of time, which was currently in review. Concurrent with this, the city was in the process of adding a 
new point of diversion, the secondary river intake project, that OWRD required an amendment to their permit. 
However, an amendment was not possible once the permit was past the "completion date". The plan was to 
"prove up" the city’s beneficial use prior to the "completion date" that would allow the city to "perfect" a portion 
of its water rights. Once this had been approved, staff could submit an amendment to add the new diversion 
source to the partial permit (once the time extension had been approved). With a new river intake in design, 
the city would need to add a new point of diversion to its water rights permit. This was a complicated and 
timely process that needed to begin now. 
 
The city budged $25,000 in the UCF for this project, for FY 25-26. As the new river intake was in early design 
stages, this water rights certification project should begin immediately. Not moving forward might jeopardize 
the ability to construct the new secondary river intake project. 
 
MILLS moved, KIRBY seconded, THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE OF ANDERSON PERRY'S TASK ORDER FOR 
SURFACE WATER RIGHTS ASSISTANCE IN THE AMOUNT OF $25,000. Roll call vote: Mills-yes; Braden-yes; 
Kirby-yes; Hart-yes; Contreras-yes; Bakefelt-out; Folden-yes. Motion carried 6/0/1. 
 
Change Order: Water Treatment Plant Floc Mechanism Replacement Project 
Marshall Pierce, City Engineer (Jacobs) presented.  
 
It was determined this action needed to be tabled until after the adoption of the 2025-2026 annual budget. 
Item would be moved to the July 8, 2025 City Council meeting.  
 
Task Order Amendment (RH2): SDB (Services During Bidding) and SDC for Screen Replacement Project 
Marshall Pierce, City Engineer (Jacobs) presented.  
 
This project had been on the City's horizon for several years and identified as a Wastewater Treatment Plant 
(WWTP) priority project need. The design was completed earlier this year, and was currently out to bid, with 
bids due June 5th. With intent to award the project to the lowest responsive bidder, the city would need the 
engineer to perform Services During Construction (SDC), as well as assistance during the ongoing bidding 
phase. 
 
To move the project through the bidding and construction phase, the city needed to secure engineering 
support. RH2 designed the project and had provided the attached Task Order identifying a scope of work and 
fee to support the bidding and construction management phase of this project. 
 
Assuming the city received responsive bids within the budget, the project would need engineering support. To 
start that process, the City needs assistance with bidding, and an engineering team to review submittals and 
other administrative items, construction/field visits, testing information, pay applications, and coordinate with 
the city on the contractors performance comparing against the specifications. The City Engineer reviewed the 
Task Order and was comfortable with the Scope of Services and the fee established. 
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This project was within city's overall budgeted amount. Bidding services were underway, and SDC would 
commence as soon as bids were received and the project was awarded. Not awarding would endanger the bid 
and project as SDC was required with a project of this scale. 
 
KIRBY moved, MILLS seconded, THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE THE RH2 ENGINEERING TASK ORDER 
AMENDMENT TO PROVIDE SERVICES DURING BIDDING AND CONSTRUCTION FOR THE WWTP HEADWORKS 
SCREEN REPLACEMENT PROJECT, IN THE AMOUNT OF $74,228. Roll call vote: Mills-yes; Braden-yes; Kirby-
yes; Hart-yes; Contreras-yes; Bakefelt-out; Folden-yes. Motion carried 6/0/1. 
 
 

DEPARTMENT HEAD UPDATE 
 
Public Works: Quarterly Report 
Casey Mordhorst, Public Works Director, presented. 
 
Police: Quarterly Report 
Jason Cooper, Police Chief, presented.   
 
Chief Cooper also distributed a hand-out to the Council which summarized the incident which resulted in the 
nominations for Ontario Police Officers Sgt. Chris Bolyard, Officer Jeremy Jones, Officer Brandon Mitchell, and 
Officer Tyler Bullington, receiving Officer of the Year accolades through the American Legion Post 67.  
 

DISCUSSION ITEM(S) 
 
✓ Mayor Folden invited everyone to attend the STOL event on Saturday.  
 
✓ Mayor Folden read a statement into the record: As the Mayor of Ontario, I’m committed and deeply 
supportive on the Ontario poll project, and I will continue to support our Recreation Department. I was 
contacted by the YMCA and we had a focus group meeting with our surrounding leaders. The YMCA is 
projecting a site near DNS Factors, near the old Student Loan Fund of Idaho, in Fruitland. They’re calling it the 
Palisades Corner Project, and they’ll be working with Ontario, Nyssa, Parma, Payette, New Plymouth, Vale, and 
Fruitland. They’re getting stakeholders community leaders to help start a feasibility market report and study. 
If the market is feasible, we’ll start looking for feasible donors, partners, and investors. It’s a lot of steps to 
start, but if we combine our community efforts with our combined communities and our populations, we might 
be able to do it, to get the ball rolling. The future YMCA site location has been donated by the Moscrip Family 
Foundation. The Moscrip Family Foundation has donated six acres in Fruitland and they’ve also made a very, 
very generous donation and contribution for this site. As a community, we are deeply grateful. If this is 
something that you would like to support and help gathering donations and start the first step, for the feasibility 
market study, please help join me to making a consensus vote on using the Special Events Fund monies in the 
amount of $5,000, if it’s available. Could they do a consensus on this? She found the funds in the current 
budget under General Non-Fund Departmental Appropriations for Special Events.  
 
Councilor Kirby stated the city had their own Recreation District, which was a part of the community. He looked 
for direction from them before he’d be willing to do anything. He was not supportive of the YMCA coming, but 
Ontario had a pool project already, along with other things in place that they, as a city, had to jettison, and 
the voters picked it up, formed a Recreation District, so he thought they should wait for the Rec District to 
speak before the Council did. D 
 
Councilor Hart stated there was a Boys & Girls Club, which was in not the best building. They did a lot with 
what they had, and feared that at some point, the school district might take the buildings back or tear them 
down. Another need in this community….and while it was wonderful what the Moscrip’s were doing, he would 
have a hard time taking Ontario taxpayer dollars and investing them in something that would not be in this 
taxing jurisdiction. He would not feel comfortable supporting that at this time. 
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Councilor Braden asked what the specific fund request was for. Was it just to kick-off their feasibility study, so 
a commitment from Ontario to support that study? 
 
Mayor Folden stated yes, from all the other communities, as well. She put it out there because she had been 
asked to attend their special event meeting, and she wanted the Council to know what was going on. If there 
were any questions, just let her know.   
 
✓ Councilor Hart asked about the letter they’d received that night about the Diversity Committee. He 
knew the City Attorney had already been involved with this, and provided some guidance on what to do. Did 
the Council need to response to the letter? He would like to hear what the attorney had to say, given that 
they’d already been tasked them to review the issue.  
 
Councilor Kirby stated prior to the budget committee meetings, there was a document passed by the Council, 
which had been written by the City Attorney, so the city would not be in conflict with the efforts coming from 
the federal government to deny funding of federal projects. Based on his motion, this was tabled until the next 
meeting. At the next meeting, which he attended, the DAC did not attend, and they were given an extension. 
This past Wednesday, the DAC was supposed to hold their meeting, but they did not have a quorum. So now, 
the Council received the letter before them, asking them to insert this into that night’s meeting, and he didn’t 
know that the request had been voted on by a quorum of the DAC. Before doing anything, he wanted to see 
yays and nays from their meeting, that was supposed to be held a few weeks ago.  
 
Dan Cummings stated the DAC had not had a quorum, so he didn’t know how they could make a 
recommendation to the Council.  
 
Mayor Folden asked if this needed to be tabled again.  
 
Mr. Cummings stated it should. The city had already expended $4K on the attorney to date for this item. It 
would probably be another $4K to do it again. Was that the direction the Council wanted to go? 
 
Councilor Hart stated he had not realized they didn’t have a quorum. That was part of being a city committee. 
There were rules that had to be followed, with minutes and transparency. Part of their argument was to please 
keep them as a city committee, but it didn’t know if there was record of who voted how, or if there was even 
an official meeting. In some ways, they were not acting like a city committee, but he wanted to give them the 
benefit of the doubt. To hear from them, was that the consensus, had they voted on that issue, before the 
Council did anything. As already noted, Council had received an opinion from the attorney, and it appeared 
that if the letter before them currently held up, as them saying they wanted to negotiate, he didn’t know if the 
Council wanted to spend the time and energy, going back and forth negotiating. But, he wanted to hear from 
them, and there was no one there from that committee except Adriana, who wasn’t able to attend that meeting. 
It would be nice if the committee spoke to the Council before he would be comfortable doing anything.  
 
Mr. Cummings recommended they do a motion to table this action again, if that was the desire of the Council.  
 
Councilor Kirby stated it was his recollection that the Council voted yes for the previous changes, and asked 
the committee for comments. However, it appeared the committee’s comments were to take what had been 
passed, throw it out, and put in everything that would re-endanger the city’s status of getting federal monies. 
 
Councilor Hart reiterated that he wanted to hear from the committee members. It appeared the letter was 
signed by the Chairperson, but was there a quorum? Was the request to table this until the next meeting?  
 
Councilor Kirby stated in is opinion, this wasn’t even on the table. It was just comments. He’d just leave it. If 
the committee wanted to approach the Council, the next move was on the committee. 
 
Mr. Cummings stated the Council needed to give staff direction. Was it coming back to another meeting or not, 
or drop it and leave the ordinance as it stood. Council asked to have the ordinance changed, the city spent the 
money with the attorney to get it changed, the council then asked for the committee’s opinion. It could not 
just sit there.  
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Councilor Hart verified they needed to put it on the table for the next meeting to vote for the changes.  
 
Mr. Cummings stated that was correct. Did the Council want staff to bring it back at the next meeting, hoping 
there would be DAC members in attendance to provide their requested changes? Otherwise, the Council could 
either act on the ordinance or vote it down and leave it as it currently stood. 
 
HART moved, CONTRERAS seconded, THE CITY COUNCIL TABLE THIS DISCUSSION UNTIL THE NEXT MEETING.  
No vote. 
 
Councilor Braden asked if there was a scheduled DAC meeting before the next Council meeting? 
 
Mr. Cummings stated no. 
 
Councilor Braden stated they were then giving the DAC members more time for individual input, but not 
actually at a committee commendation, if the Council wanted to act on this at the next meeting.  
 
Mayor Folden asked if it would be better to wait until after the next scheduled DAC meeting.  
 
Mr. Cummings stated that was at the discretion of the Council. He suggested they give a deadline to the 
committee. The next meeting was scheduled for June 18th, and the following Council meeting after that would 
be June 24th.   
 
Amended motion: 
HART moved, CONTRERAS seconded, THAT THE CITY COUNCIL TABLE THIS ACTION UNTIL THE JUNE 24, 2025, 
COUNCIL MEETING. No vote. 
 
Councilor Hart stated he hoped there would be recommendations from the DAC members, as well as 
reconstitute what the City Attorney had provided to the Council before. There were a few options there: don’t 
do anything, amend it with this language, or make it become a regular non-city sanctioned committee, so just 
a community committee.  
 
Amended motion: 
HART moved, CONTRERAS seconded, THAT THE CITY COUNCIL TABLE THIS ACTION UNTIL THE JUNE 24, 2025, 
COUNCIL MEETING. Roll call vote: Mills-yes; Braden-yes; Hart-yes; Contreras-yes; Kirby-no; Bakefelt-out; Folden-
yes. Motion carried 5/1/1. 
 

HAND-OUTS 
 
Minutes 
Parks 03-20-2025; Airport 03-03-2025, 04-07-2025; County Court 04-22-26-2025 (Budget), 04-23-2025 
(Budget), 04-30-2025, 05-07-2025, 05-14-2025 
 
Check Register 
May 2025 

 
ADJOURN 

 
MILLS moved, HART seconded, THE MEETING BE ADJOURNED. Roll call vote: Mills-yes; Braden-yes; Kirby-yes; 
Hart-yes; Contreras-yes; Bakefelt-out; Folden-yes. Motion carried 6/0/1. Meeting concluded at 7:13 p.m. 
 
ACCEPTED:       ATTEST:     
   
 
________________________________    ________________________________ 
Deborah K. Folden, Mayor     Tori Barnett, MMC, City Recorder 



 

 

 

  
 AGENDA REPORT 
CONSENT AGENDA 

June 10, 2025 

  

 
  
  
TO: Mayor and City Council 
  
FROM: Jason Cooper, Police Chief 
  
THROUGH: Danny K. Cummings, City Manager 
  
SUBJECT: LIQUOR LICENSE CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP NAME GONZAGA MEXICAN 

CAFETERIA LLC 
  
DATE: June 5, 2025 
  
  
  
PROPOSED MOTION:   
  
I MOVE THE CITY COUNCIL TO APPROVE THE CHANGE OF OWNER FULL ON-PREMISES LIQUOR 
LICENSE APPLICATION FOR GONZAGA MEXICAN CAFETERIA LLC – TRADE NAME GONZAGA 
MEXICAN CAFETERIA. 
  
SUMMARY: 
  
Gonzaga Mexican Cafeteria, located at 2880 SW 4th Avenue, Ontario, Oregon, completed the 
“Change of Owner” liquor license sales through the Oregon Liquor Control Commission. 
  
All necessary paperwork has been submitted to the City of Ontario.  The Oregon Liquor Control 
Commission office is awaiting approval and recommendation from the Ontario City Council. 
  
The Oregon Liquor Control Commission has updated the licensing procedure.  Applications now 
come to the local government for endorsement before completing the application process 
through the State of Oregon Liquor Control Commission office in Salem. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
  
Gonzaga Mexican Cafeteria LLC, operating under the trade name of Gonzaga Mexican 
Cafeteria, located at 2880 SW 4th Avenue, Ontario, Oregon, has applied for a change of 
ownership for this full-on-premises license. The application forms have been filled out 
appropriately, and the required fee will be paid upon the completion of the Ontario City 
Council’s recommendation. 
  
CURRENT SITUATION: 
  
March 12, 2024, the Ontario City Council approved the recommendation for Ms. Reina 
Gonzaga Valverde's request to add the sale of alcohol to her business, Gonzaga Mexican 
Cafeteria. The owner name was Reina Gonzaga Valverde. Ms. Valverde is now requesting to 



 

 

change the owner's name from Reina Gonzaga Valverde to Gonzaga Mexican Cafeteria LLC. The 
current privilege of Full On-Premises will remain the same. 
  
ANALYSIS: 
  
  A. STRATEGIC PLAN This application is a general action item showing an ownership name 

change of an already established business within the City of Ontario, and therefore, it 
does not have a direct effect on the city's current strategic plan. 

  
  B. FINANCIAL There is no financial impact for this action. 
  
  C. TIMING Approval is required to show the new owner's name of this establishment. 
  
  D. POLICY/LEGAL All legal steps have been followed to completion, with no negative 

feedback 
  
ALTERNATIVES: 
  
Not recommend the license application. 
 
This has no true effect on the process, as the Oregon Liquor Control Commission may take the 
city’s objections to the action into consideration, but is not obligated to do so. They are the 
ultimate authority on the issuance of the license. 
  
RECOMMENDATION: 
  
Staff recommends that the City Council approve the Change of Ownership Name commercial 
full-on-premises liquor license for Gonzaga Mexican Cafeteria LLC. 
  
ATTACHMENTS: 
  
None 
 



 

 

 

  
 AGENDA REPORT 

NEW BUSINESS 
June 10, 2025 

  

 
  
  
TO: Mayor and City Council 
  
FROM: Andy Wood, Airport Manager 
  
THROUGH: Danny K. Cummings, City Manager 
  
SUBJECT: HARTMAN LAND LEASE 
  
DATE: June 3, 2025 
  
  
  
PROPOSED MOTION:   
  
I MOVE THE CITY COUNCIL TO APPROVE  THE LAND LEASE FOR JAMES HARTMAN TO BUILD A 
NEW HANGAR ON 143 CESSNA. 
  
SUMMARY: 
  
James Hartman has researched renting a hangar, buying an existing hangar, or building a 
purpose-built hangar. The PDAC meeting proved to be beneficial in finalizing the new build. 
James is ready to start the build process. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
  
James Hartman is originally from the Malheur County area. He spent several years at the 
Ontario Municipal Airport prior to moving to Seattle, Washington, where he currently resides. 
James is looking to return, and he contacted Bill Hager - Airport Committee Member - to assist 
with the transition. 
 
On June 2, 2025, the Airport Committee voted to recommend to the City Council to approve 
the lease with James Hartman. 
  
CURRENT SITUATION: 
  
After careful consideration, James Hartman decided to build a new purpose-built hangar. He 
has chosen 143 Cessna as the suitable space to meet his requirements. 
  
ANALYSIS: 
  
  A. STRATEGIC PLAN This promotes the Growth portion of the city's Strategic Plan.  
  
  B. FINANCIAL Current land lease rates will apply to this lease. 
  
  C. TIMING Timing is critical for completing the build requirements for finalizing the 

foundation design and setting out the build. 
  
  D. POLICY/LEGAL Terms and conditions of the non-commercial land lease agreement. 



 

 

  
ALTERNATIVES: 
  
None given. 
  
RECOMMENDATION: 
  
Staff recommends the  City Council approve the land lease agreement for the construction of a 
purpose-built hangar for James Hartman. 
  
ATTACHMENTS: 
  
1. 20250528 - Ontario Oregon Municipal Airport Lease (143 Cessna) - James Hartman 
 































EXHIBIT A- 143 Cessna 
{44°01'23"N 117

°

00'32"W} 

Exhibit A 

Property Description and Depiction 

[attached] 



 

 

 

  
 AGENDA REPORT 

NEW BUSINESS 
June 10, 2025 

  

 
  
  
TO: Mayor and City Council 
  
FROM: Dan Cummings, City Manager/Community Development Director 
  
THROUGH: Danny K. Cummings, City Manager 
  
SUBJECT: ACCEPT PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENT FOR FIRE LINE AND OTHER PUBLIC 

UTILITIES FOR A MINI-STORAGE FACILITY 
  
DATE: June 4, 2025 
  
  
  
PROPOSED MOTION:   
  
I MOVE THE CITY COUNCIL TO APPROVE AND ACCEPT THE PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENT AS 
DESCRIBED AND SHOWN IN THE EASEMENT DOCUMENT AS ATTACHMENT 1 OF THIS REPORT 
AND AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO SIGN THE PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENT AND CAUSE IT TO BE 
RECORDED WITH THE COUNTY CLERK. 
  
SUMMARY: 
  
The City Council, who is the governing body for the City of Ontario, needs to approve and 
accept the Public Utility Easement as shown on Attachments #1 to this report. 
  
BACKGROUND: 
  
KZ Investment developed a mini-storage facility on the property along NW Washington Street 
and to provide maintenance of the fire line constructed to protect the facility. A public utility 
easement needs to be granted. 
  
CURRENT SITUATION: 
  
To be able to construct public utilities, an easement is required to be in the city's name so the 
water line can be constructed to city standards and provide inspections of the project. 
 
The construction is near completion and the easement is ready for the final process of being 
accepted by the city and recorded in the public records of the County. 
  
ANALYSIS: 
  
  A. STRATEGIC PLAN The dedication of the easement meets the Growth and Desirability 

portions of the City Council's Strategic Plan. 
  
  B. FINANCIAL There is no financial cost to the city at this time. 
  



 

 

  C. TIMING This action needs to be completed in order to move forward with the city's 
ability to maintain the public utilities. 

  
  D. POLICY/LEGAL The City Council is the governing body that has the authority to accept 

Public Utility Easements on behalf of the city. 
  
ALTERNATIVES: 
  
None given. 
  
RECOMMENDATION: 
  
Staff recommends that the Council approve and accept the Public Utility Easements and 
authorize the Mayor to sign the Public Utility Easement. 
  
ATTACHMENTS: 
  
1. Public Utility Easement KZ Inv-O-Neal_Owner sign 
 













 

 

 

  
 AGENDA REPORT 

NEW BUSINESS 
June 10, 2025 

  

 
  
  
TO: Mayor and City Council 
  
FROM: Marshall Pierce, City Engineer/Project Manager 
  
THROUGH: Danny K. Cummings, City Manager 
  
SUBJECT: TASK ORDER AWARD: KELLER ASSOCIATES SEWER COLLECTION SYSTEM 

REHAB 
  
DATE: June 4, 2025 
  
  
  
PROPOSED MOTION:   
  
I MOVE THE CITY COUNCIL TO APPROVE THE KELLER ASSOCIATES TASK ORDER TO PROVIDE 
ENGINEERING DESIGN SERVICES FOR THE SEWER COLLECTION SYSTEM 2025-2026 REHAB 
PROJECT, IN THE AMOUNT OF $89,800 PLUS A 10% DESIGN CONTINGENCY, AND AUTHORIZE 
THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN ALL DOCUMENTS. 
  
SUMMARY: 
  
The City's collection system is quite old, and requires rehab in areas. As the collection system 
ages, various common problems can occur, such as cracks, holes, bellies, and others. Having a 
leaky collection system introduces unwanted water through infiltration, taxing our WWTP and 
adding unwanted, harmful substances such as arsenic into our WWTP that ultimately 
discharges into the Snake River. DEQ and the City are currently negotiating terms for our 
NPDES permit renewal, and arsenic is an emphasized topic. In lieu of treating arsenic at the 
plant (millions of dollars in capital), we are proposing to tackle via tightening up our collection 
system and target point sources. This is one of what will become yearly or bi-yearly collection 
system rehab projects. We are in a position to sign with an engineering firm on our WW roster 
and get the next phase of collection system rehab completed.  
  
BACKGROUND: 
  
The City's collection system is quite old, and requires rehab in areas. As the collection system 
ages, various common problems can occur, such as cracks, holes, bellies, and others. Having a 
leaky collection system introduces unwanted water through infiltration, taxing our WWTP and 
adding unwanted, harmful substances such as arsenic into our WWTP that ultimately 
discharges into the Snake River. DEQ and the City are currently negotiating terms for our 
NPDES permit renewal, and arsenic is an emphasized topic. In lieu of treating arsenic at the 
plant (millions of dollars in capital), we are proposing to tackle via tightening up our collection 
system and target point sources. This is one of what will become yearly or bi-yearly collection 
system rehab projects. 
  
  



 

 

CURRENT SITUATION: 
  
We are in a position to sign with an engineering firm on our WW roster and get the next phase 
of collection system rehab completed. 
  
ANALYSIS: 
  
  A. STRATEGIC PLAN The project is consistent with the goal's of the city's Strategic Plan. 
  
  B. FINANCIAL The City has budgeted $750,000 for this project (total, including engineering 

and construction). 
  
  C. TIMING The City is in a position to sign with Keller once Council approves of the TO 

award. Once this occurs, an NTP can be issued to Keller. 
  
  D. POLICY/LEGAL Council is the approving authority for this motion. 
  
ALTERNATIVES: 
  
Not award; risk non-compliance with arsenic and other pollutant limits in new permit. 
Additionally, maintenance on sewer lines will be problematic, potentially  impacting homes. 
  
RECOMMENDATION: 
  
Staff recommends approving the TO award to Keller Associates. 
  
ATTACHMENTS: 
  
None 
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Building Department Statistics
Mechanical and Structural Permits

• Total Permits Issued 75 

• Valuation Totals $ 14,918,777.40

• Total Permit Fees $ 85,295.64

Jan-Mar  2025

Total Inspections Completed

The Building Official has completed a total of 139 inspections: 42 in January 2025, 36 in 
February 2025 and 61 in March 2025.



Building Department Statistics

Previous Year Comparable
Jan-Mar  2025



Building Department Statistics

On January 14, 2025, Building 
Department, in partnership with 
Oregon Building Codes Division, hosted 
an in-person contractor’s training to 
assist local contractors in learning the 
new electronic permitting system.

21 total participants attended the 
class.

Jan-Mar  2025



Planning and Zoning Department
Jan-Mar  2025

Total Land Use Applications 9
Total Fees for the Quarter $3,222.78



Planning and Zoning Department
Jan-Mar  2025

On March 10, 2025, the Planning Commission met and made a formal 
recommendation to approve the zone code amendment and adopt the 
short-term rental ordinance. The proposed change was approved by City 
Council at the March 25, 2025 meeting and the code amendment adoption 
was acknowledged by the Department of Land Conservation and 
Development on May 2, 2025.



Phase III Façade Grant Program
Jan-Mar  2025

• Total Phase III awarded funds: $9,350 leveraged $39,223.14 in 
improvement costs

• As of 04/01/2025 – available grant amount remaining is $26,950.00



Phase III Façade Grant Program

• Phase III was 
commenced in June of 
2024. 

• 1 grant application 
approved on 03/05/2025 
for new signage for 
American Family 
Insurance Agency – 
relocation to new site at 
1465 SW 4th Ave 

Jan-Mar  2025



TVCC Nursing Center – structural 
permit issued on 03/12/2025.

9-Juan-Juan Restaurant – remodel 
permit issued on 03/10/2025.

Ontario Economic Activity
 Jan-Mar  2025
KZ Investment Mini Storage Units – the civil plans were approved for mini 
storages, to provide a total of 143,600 sq.ft. of space and a watchman’s 
quarter facility.



Completed Projects
El Patron 
Restaurant

Jan-Mar  2025



Completed Projects

COMPLETED:
Harrah Heights Subdivision
1639 Skookum Dr

COMPLETED:
Remodel of single-family dwelling
92 NW 2nd Ave



Completed Projects

COMPLETED:
Commercial space –
Change of Use & 
Interior Remodel

Select Players
189 S Oregon St

Jan-Mar  2025



Certificates of Occupancy

Commercial:

• El Patron Restaurant (35 W Idaho Ave)
• Select Players (189 S Oregon St)

Residential New:

• Harrah Heights (Skookum Dr)
 Single Family Home: 1639 Skookum Dr

Residential Remodel:

 Single Family Home: 92 NW 2nd Ave

Jan-Mar  2025



THANK  YOU



CITY OF ONTARIO
GENERAL FUND - DEPARTMENT REVENUE

FOR THE PERIOD ENDED
MARCH 31, 2025

DEPARTMENT BUDGET ACTUAL

 % 

REALIZED 

GENERAL FUND BEGINNING FUND BALANCE 3,391,532 5,006,402          147.6%

Parks 111,020          95,437               86.0%

 Parks & Recreation 111,020          95,437               86.0%

Fire 242,680          136,860             56.4%
Code Enforcement 13,100            5,009                 38.2%
Police 476,507          342,433             71.9%
Dispensary Business License 130,200          68,200               52.4%

Public Safety Total 862,487          552,502             64.1%

Interest 85,000            201,688             237.3%
State Revenue Sharing 158,062          72,949               46.2%
Administrative Services 497,148          372,861             75.0%
Other General Revenues 8,000              34,775               434.7%
Property Taxes 4,404,315      4,922,697          111.8%
Alcohol Bvg License & Fee 233,109          119,535             51.3%
Cigarette tax 8,292              4,798                 57.9%
Marijuana tax 2,500,000      678,944             27.2%
Franchise Fees 1,806,579      894,449             49.5%
Cemetery 100,900          21,900               21.7% $70K budgeted is transfer from cem perpetual fund

General Government Total 9,801,405      7,324,597          74.7%

Planning & Zoning 4,000              3,606                 90.2%
Community development 4,000              3,606                 90.2%

GENERAL FUND  REVENUE TOTALS 10,778,912$  7,976,142$        74.0%

YTD CURRENT YEAR PROFIT(LOSS) 1,538,644$        

YTD BUDGET BENCHMARK 75.0% -1.0%

COMMENTS

Quarterly payments

1
REVENUE



CITY OF ONTARIO
GENERAL FUND - DEPARTMENT EXPENDITURES

FOR THE PERIOD ENDED
MARCH 31, 2025

BUDGET ACTUAL

  % 

EXPENDED 

Parks 278,294         156,199          56.1%

Parks & Recreation 278,294         156,199          56.1%

Fire 2,335,809      1,456,066       62.3%
Code Enforcement 165,030         74,366            45.1%
Police 5,663,436      3,299,395       58.3%

Public Safety Total 8,164,275      4,829,827       59.2%

Administration 605,440         381,542          63.0%
City Council 33,357           11,754            35.2%
Business Registration 1,100             309                 28.1%
Cemetery 218,082         112,560          51.6%
Finance 273,878         185,776          67.8%
Technology 239,559         133,339          55.7%

-                      
General Government Total 1,371,416      825,280          60.2%

Community development 199,025         120,915          60.8%

Community Development 199,025         120,915          60.8%

Administrative Overhead 916,714         464,080          50.6%
Non-Departmental Contributions 433,000         41,197            9.5%

Other Total 1,349,714      505,277          37.4%

Operating Transfers Out 639,558         -                      0.0%

GENERAL FUND TOTALS 12,002,282$  6,437,498$     53.6%

YTD BUDGET BENCHMARK 75.0% 21.4%

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS

2
EXPENSE



CITY OF ONTARIO
GENERAL FUND - DEPARTMENT EXPENDITURES

FOR THE PERIOD ENDED
MARCH 31, 2025
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3
EXPENSE



CITY OF ONTARIO
GENERAL FUND

FOR THE PERIOD ENDED
MARCH 31, 2025
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CITY OF ONTARIO
OTHER FUNDS - EXPENDITURES

FOR THE PERIOD ENDED
MARCH 31, 2025

BUDGET ACTUAL   % REALIZED BUDGET ACTUAL

  % 

EXPENDED 

002 Marijuana Enforcement Fund 32,455 29,544            91.0% 32,455            29,544            91.0%

010 Grant Fund 1,611,652 1,561,197       96.9% 1,611,652       1,296,972       80.5%

027 Building Fund 790,653 969,897          122.7% 314,871          152,175          48.3%

030 Capital Projects Fund 7,005,638       6,134,252       87.6% 7,005,638       439,795          6.3%

031 SDC Fund 915,814          908,454          99.2% 915,814          -                      0.0%

045 Street Fund 6,563,003 4,243,680       64.7% 6,563,003       3,059,994       46.6%

050 Trust Funds 1,398,836 1,151,276       82.3% 1,221,388       350,149          28.7%

055 Reserve Funds 4,494,156 4,859,175       108.1% 4,021,637       1,001,718       24.9%

060 Revolving Loan Fund 321,014 289,157          90.1% 321,014          40,000            12.5%

105 Water Fund 6,396,041 5,994,120       93.7% 4,771,578       3,008,738       63.1%

110 Sewer Fund 6,429,820 4,753,081       73.9% 4,765,641       2,649,446       55.6%

115 Storm Sewer Fund 479,590 497,195          103.7% 162,083          124,511          76.8%

120 Airport Fund 340,277 208,438          61.3% 340,277          214,002          62.9%

Comments: 

75.0%
YTD BUDGET BENCHMARK

EXPENDITURES

DEPARTMENT/FUND

REVENUES

5
OTHER FUNDS
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